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Finkbeiner Genealogy−Eight Generations

2

Two Families

Family of Johann Georg and Rosine Gaiser
Katerina Gaiser, born 26 May 1851, married Andreas Würth.
Matthew Gaiser, born 10 November 1852.
Jacob Bernhart Gaiser, born 22 October 1854.
Rosine Gaiser, born 4 December 1856, married Johann Georg Finkbeiner, immigrated to America.
Frederika Gaiser, born 25 September 1858, immigrated to America, married Jacob Braun.
Louise Gaiser, born 2 May 1860, immigrated to America, married Wilhelm Panhorst.
Maria Gaiser, born 8 August 1861.
Ludwig Gaiser, born 28 March 1863, immigrated to America, married Wilhelmina Wenger.
Franziska Gaiser, born 27 November 1864, immigrated to America, married Herman Kludas.
Johannes Gaiser, born 10 July 1866.
Johann Georg Gaiser, born 1 July 1868, immigrated to America, married Gertrude Rueter.

Next Generation: family of Johann Georg and Rosine (Gaiser) Finkbeiner
John Finkbeiner, born 18 February 1877, immigrated with parents, married Lydia Oldenburg.
Frederika Finkbeiner, born 27 July 1879, immigrated with parents.
Rosa Finkbeiner, born 28 December, 1888.
Mary Schlomer, born 1 April 1885, married John Schlomer.
Ben Finkbeiner, born, 27 January 1887, married Clara Krug.
Rosa Finkbeiner, born 28 December 1888.
Anna (Zivansky) Finkbeiner, born 14 January 1893, married Robert F. Garrison.
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Prologue
“Once upon a time, while the heart of the world still beat in the sunny South, its civilization, wealth, and
learning gathered all about the shores of the blue inland sea, there lay northward, beyond the world, and the
great snow-and-ice barrier of mountain giants which served it as a frontier guard, a great impenetrable
forest.
“Trackless and unexplored, it stretched away into the vast
mysterious region of the unknown, broken only here and there by
grey peaks, hoary even then, whose venerable heads refused to
submit to green adornments; diversified only by wide swamps; by
broad sheets of shining water, where never an oar came to disturb
the awful stillness; and by rivers, rushing impetuously into
unknown seas.
Mystery of the Black Forest.1

“The wild beast made his lair in these solitary wastes, and the birds
surely, even then, must have learned to sing their wild-wood songs, and build their homes amid the forestboughs; but as yet, so far as we know, they had no master. God had not yet said of the place, ‘I will set man
there to have dominion.’
“And this was Europe, north of the Alps – the arena on which the history of the modern world, political,
social, religious, and intellectual, was to be fought out.” 2
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1. Germany
Beginnings
Into this beautiful land of mountains, chatting rivers, streams, wild beasts, tall trees, and bird songs came
our first known ancestor Jerg Finkbomer. This idyllic land
had become a place where men owned the land, could be
called-up for military duty, and paid taxes. Jerg was
mentioned in a Dornstetten land register as living at
Tannenfels 1521, on the left bank of the Murg River near
Baiersbronn. As the surname Finkbohner disappeared at this
time from Allgӓu, Bavaria, it is thought that Jerg is one of
the transplants that the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V
(1500 – 1558) settled in Baiersbronn.1 In the 1525 tax lists
‘by hearth’, Jerg’s taxes were low compared to other farms,
suggesting his land wasn’t yielding much profit.2
3

Ruins of ancient Tannefels.
Over the second half of the sixteenth century and the first
half of the next, a series of wars afflicted Central Europe,
each of which affected the Finkbomer family and left records planting them in history. In 1545 the Austrians
were fighting against Turkish invaders, necessitating a tax to support the war. Balthas and Claus
Finckbainer, most likely sons of Jerg, were listed in the tax rolls. In support of the Ottoman-Habsburg War,
1566-68, a call-up of recruits listed Jakob Fünnkboner, giving his address as Harmersberg.4

In the years 1589, 1590, and 1593 Jakob, Balthasar, Bastian, Claus, and Simon Finkboner appeared in the
call-up lists as well as land registers of both Dornstetten and Baiersbronn. It is supposed that Jakob was the
father and the other four are his sons. Balthasar was living at “Lappbronnen” (today’s Labbronnen), Bastian
and Simon “Unter den Mastwiesen” (today’s Unterwies), and Claus “Ahrspach” (today’s Orspach). The
Fifteen Year War against the Turks necessitated yet another call-up in 1603; this one listed six men with
the name recorded as the modern Finkbeiner: Simon “Unter den Mastwiesen”, Hans “Im Ruhbach”, Hans
“Im Looch”, Jakob “Im Stöcken”, Jakob “Im Dalkenbach” and Jakob “Im den Hӓslen”. Towards the end
of the Thirty-Year War, Jakob Finkbeiner “Im den Hӓslen” served as the mayor of Baiersbronn.5
Beginning in 1627 church records were kept in Baiersbronn so that, from then on, it becomes possible to
draw up family trees. The 1627 records list no less than ten Finkbeiner families. From some of them family
trees can be traced for a time before disappearing altogether. Others had a great number of descendants.
Among these are Jakob “Im Dalkenbach”, Jakob “In Söck,” Jerg “Im Allmand”, Hans “Im Looch”. Hans
“Im Ruhbach” headed branches that stretch to America.6
The Thirty-Years War in Central Europe (1618 – 1648) was an apocalyptic era that claimed an estimated
eight million lives. Württemberg was a central region of the hostilities. The war left Württemberg a
depopulated and impoverished country. Between 1634 and 1655 its population fell by 57%, primarily
because of death and disease, declining birth rates, and the mass migration of terrified peasants.7
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The Treaty of Westphalia (1648) ended violence in Württemberg, but only for a time. Thirty years later in
1678, Slotzki, an Austrian officer leading mercenaries, fell to looting the region. Mayor Hans Conrad Ziflen
assembled a small group of Baiersbronners, defeated the plunderers, killed many while suffering small
losses. They caught and tortured Slotzki to death. Learning of this, the Austrian Emperor sent a force that
captured the Baiersbronners and threatened the death penalty. Fortunately, the Duke of Württemberg
interceded for them and proved that the men were only defending themselves against soldiers that had been
looting. Nevertheless, fines were imposed, and Mayor Ziflen was forced to resign. Jakob Finkbeiner
succeeded him and held the mayoral office for about twenty years.8

Timber Industry in the Black Forest, 1746-1800
The mid-eighteenth century saw rapid growth of industry in Western Europe. This stimulated rising demand
for wood to make charcoal required for iron smelting and glass manufacturing. Moreover, Holland, a great
maritime power, needed vast quantities of lumber for shipbuilding, harbor pilings, and constructing
buildings.1
In 1746 the Dutch trading association Hollӓnder Holzcompagnie (Dutch Timber Company) made a contract
with Duke Karl Eugen, of Württemberg (1728 – 1793). The contract stated that the company was to employ,
preferably, single men on the condition that they return home as soon as the timber-cutting was completed.
The quantity to be cut yearly was two thousand five hundred ‘Dutch fir’ trees with a diameter of seventytwo feet long and sixteen inches wide at the narrowest extremity, two thousand common logs of smaller
size, ten thousand cords of wood and fifty thousand boards of other cut wood.2 At the time the contract was
signed, the population of Baiersbronn and the surrounding area was only about a thousand. The promise of
a guilder a day (double the wage of a civil servant), prompted, practically overnight, a flood of newly
recruited woodcutters, filialists, into the valley. They built primitive lodgings on clearings next to their
work.3
A significant challenge stood in the way of fulfilling the contract. The obvious path for transporting the
timber lay along the Murg River which flowed through Baden and directly into the Rhine River, a large
river connecting to the destinations in Amsterdam and
Rotterdam. Set in a deep valley, the Murg passed
through a rocky canyon on its way to the Rhine.
Württemberg’s timber interests had already attempted to
blast a way through the gorge to make the stream
suitable for transport of logs. Another barrier appeared.
The river passed through Gernsbach in the domain of its
Prince-Bishop. Negotiations between him and the
timber interests for the river permit ended in failure.
This forced a much more circuitous path to the Rhine,
via the Nagold River which flowed into the Enz and
thence into the Rhine. Reaching the Nagold from the
neighborhood of Baiersbronn posed a problem. The
timber would have to be transported overland from the
upper Murg to the Nagold over a two-hundred-meterhigh divide. A lift called the ‘machine’ was built for the
purpose in 1755. The logs were hoisted up the steep
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mountain slope using a series of man-powered wheels. The rickety structure was abandoned after a few
years and transport was taken over by wagons.4
One person who took advantage of the contract between the Duke and the Timber Company was Tobias
Finkbeiner. He built one of the first houses in the Tonbach valley. In 1789 he petitioned and was granted a
tavern license by Duke Karl Eugen von Wüerttemberg. The tavern served the foresters food and beverages.5

Rafting Black Forest Timber
In the earliest light of a June morning, stewards of the forest with book and pencil in hand walked through
the dark and gloomy masses of fir trees notching those to be felled that day. The woods rang with the
“Holshauer” (tree cutters) chopping down trees. An average tree took around two hours of cutting before
it came thundering to the ground. Surveyors estimated some of the trees were around a hundred and fifty
years old. Once down, a tree was stripped of branches and bark, and split. During the hot summer, the
timber was dried where it fell. Farmers from down the valley, with their oxen and horses, took charge of
dragging the logs over mountains. Moving logged trees from where they had fallen to the paths was a
dangerous and time-consuming task.1
From the top of the mountain a ‘skid road’ was built
for easy slippage down to the Nagold River. Men along
the fast-moving river used long poles to encourage the
logs that hung up on the river bank and on the huge
rocks to continue their journey to the Enz River. In the
Enz, large ponds were built for grading the length and
size of each log and assemble them into rafts.
Individual raft units were made of three fir logs sideby-side. These three-log assemblies were roped
together end-to-end until several hundred feet of logs
Re-enactment of rafting on the Nagold.2
were linked together. Once the raft was completed, the
men settled themselves along it, the dam was opened, and off went the whole long assembly gaining speed
as it floated along the swiftly moving river. The Enz is a small river coming directly from the mountains.
It is rapid, very noisy, shallow, and crowded by enormous boulders, and countless rapids. The only means
of control the men possessed were their long poles, their strength, and their skill to steer the raft away from
the river’s edge, past huge boulders, and over rapids. As the raft moved through the mountain rivers further
logs were attached to both the sides and the top. On entering the Rhine River at Mannheim, the raft was
further augmented and took on the look of a village island as it floated to Amsterdam. The size of the raft
made it impossible to stop along the way for the night or for meals at a friendly pub. On deck was various
huts complete with beds. The raft had a cook to prepare the meals, a stove, a boiler, and a pantry full of
provisions for preparing meals both day and night. Cows, fowl, pigs, and milk cows were also found on the
raft. Over it all an overseer kept a strict eye, guarding his inventory. The bill of fare for one raft that began
in the mountains and traveled to Dordrecht, Holland was 5,000 pounds of bread, 3,000 pounds of meat,
2,000 pounds of cheese, 50 sacks of dried vegetables, and 500 casks of beer.
The raft, numbering around six thousand logs, moved low in the water. At the head of it were stationed as
many as twelve helmsmen, with oars of Grecian shape. They sat with eyes intent to guide the raft away
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from the piers of bridges, quick curves of the shore, well-known shoals, and ships on the river. The worth
of the logs in a great raft was approximately twenty-four thousand British pounds.3
While the Baiersbronn men worked the forest, the women and children operated the small farms. The
children attended school in the winter months. Schooling was available only for grades one through four at
the time. Jonathan Finkbeiner from Mitteltal was one of the teachers.4
The summer of 1800 was hot, and dry. August 4, began as an ordinary day. Before the day ended a fire
began which raged seventeen days before a heavy rainfall extinguished it. The meagre prosperity of
Baiersbronn ended, abruptly. Overnight, the industry came to a sudden end and thousands lost their jobs.
For fifty years the men of Baiersbronn had cut down the trees, transported the logs to the river, and rafted
them. The men of Igelsberg had dragged the wood to Erzgrube, where the rafts were assembled, the raft
men of Erzgrube had steered the rafts all the way to Mannheim where the Neckar River flows into the Rhine
River.5 The fire brought the forest industry to a dead halt.

Baiersbronn, 1800 - 1805
The great forest fire of 1800 was devastating to inhabitants of the Baiersbronn region. Hardest hit were the
“filialists” who, if they were lucky, owned little gardens. The original contract was that, when the work
ended, they would leave the region and not settle locally. Many did leave the Black Forest but many more
decided to stay where they had established homes and families. The “filialists” fought for thirty years to
change the rules before a royal decree established their right to stay. The established inhabitants of
Baiersbronn owned fields of potatoes, oats, and barley. Some of the citizens also owned meadows. None
could live on what they could grow in their gardens or fields. Unemployment brought widespread misery.
A few found employment at the factories in Christophstal and Friedrichstal. Baiersbronn could not feed its
people.1
When Baiersbronn became part of Württemberg in
1320, it acquired Gerechtsame or “justices.” These
“rights” were established by a written agreement
between the Duke of Württemberg and its citizens. The
privileges granted inhabitants of Baiersbronn the right
to cut wood, gather resin, hunt, and fish, and put their
cattle to pasture. They were guaranteed in writing and
every hundred years the document was slightly altered
in the presence of the mayor and the judge. It was read
publicly to the villagers on May 1st and October 16th of
every year. The last renewal was carried out in 1617.3
The filialist had come as bachelors to work in the forest.
Countryside near Baiersbronn.2
When they married and had families, they built little
houses near where they worked. Soon several hundred new households were demanding their share of the
justices. The duke and his forester reacted to the situation by removing the privileges one-by-one. From
that time forward, a wild boar could be slain and taken home if it was killed in self-defense. Poaching
became a way of life.4 One could collect firewood only if found lying in one’s path. The people took
firewood anyway. They led their cattle into the forbidden forest for pasture, necessary for their survival
even though it was illegal. Penalties for using the forest were between 3,000 and 4,000 guilders yearly,
8

though few were paid. Some penalties became prison terms but their only effect was to embitter the people.
It was during these challenging times that Johannes Gaiser, the schoolmaster, discovered the Proclamation
of 1617. From that agreement between the citizens of Baiersbronn and their duke, Gaiser learned about the
villagers’ privileges, their duties, and a description of the area belonging to the village. He quietly shared
the contents of the document by word of mouth. Any other means was dangerous. He encouraged the people
to continue exercising the old “justices,” regardless of the consequences.5
Johannes was determined to improve the living conditions of his fellow Baiersbronners by attempting to
provide jobs. He managed to have the road to Bensenfeld built. With his brother-in-law, von den Stöken,
they founded a coal-store. This venture lasted four years, but his efforts were not enough. Baiersbronners
were emigrating, believing that their corner of the world was a forgotten corner. At the beginning of the
nineteenth century, one-hundred-sixty families with the surname “Finkbeiner” lived in Baiersbronn. Many
emigrated.6

Baiersbronn in the Nineteenth Century
The French Revolution generated aftershocks, wave after wave destabilizing Europe. Austria’s defeat by
the French in 1800 weakened the Holy Roman Empire which came to an end in 1806. This put at risk the
German southern states which had been under the rule of Austria. In the Duchy of Württemberg, Frederick
I (1754-1816) was at first an enemy of the French Republic, siding with Austria. Recognizing the meteoric
rise of Napoleon, he made treaties with him in 1802 and 1805. The prudence of this alliance was confirmed
when Napoleon defeated Austria in 1805 and Prussia in 1806 which previously had been the seats of power
in central Europe. In the 1805 treaty, Frederick agreed to supply the French Grande Armée with one
thousand cavalrymen and eight to nine thousand infantrymen. In exchange, Napoleon acknowledged
Frederick as king and Württemberg as a kingdom.1
Nearly sixteen-thousand Württembergers took part in the Russian campaign of 1812. Only about five
hundred of these survived.2 Twenty-five Baiersbronners served under Napoleon but only one returned;
Lüdwig Finkbeiner of the Tonbach Valley. He was nicknamed “Napoleon-Bӓck,” Napoleon’s baker.3 As
mentioned earlier his father Tobias had established a home and a tavern in the valley. After the war Ludwig
added a bakery to his father’s business. Hotel Traube Tonbach continues to this day under the management
of Tobias’s descendants, serving both food and hospitality.4
A natural catastrophe halfway around the world had a
fateful fallout. Mount Tambora in the faraway Dutch
East Indies (Indonesia) erupted 5 April 1815, sending
fine particles into the stratosphere, lowering
temperatures worldwide. The following year 1816 has
been called, “The Year Without a Summer,” resulting
in more severe poverty and starvation. This worsened
the already acute poverty of Baiersbronn. That same
year King Frederick I died and was succeeded by his
son Wilhelm I, 1781-1864.
By this time Johannes Gaiser, the schoolmaster, was a
member of the local council. He petitioned the new king
to reinstate the old “justices” for the citizens. One
9

An early drawing of Hotel Traube Tonbach.5

justice was restored, the right to hunt in the forests. Previous to this change poaching was estimated at twothousand wild boar per year. In 1823, continuing to work for the good of his fellow Baiersbronners,
Johannes again petitioned the king for a communal forest. His application was but one of thirty similar
ones. The following year, scarcely understanding what would improve the welfare of his people, the king
presented the people of Baiersbronn two bulls and a Billy goat. Under the circumstances, it was an insulting
gesture. Not until nine years later was a communal forest granted, a forest of nearly nine-thousand acres,
with the right to gather forest litter. Also granted was about one-thousand acres of grazing land for cattle.
All of this for the modest fee of twenty guilders per year.6
The year 1848 witnessed a series of popular uprisings
against European monarchies, two of which were in
neighboring France and Baden. All were crushed and
ended in greater repression. The turmoil in nearby
lands produced no gains for the people of
Württemberg. King Wilhelm I died in 1864 and was
succeeded by his son Karl Friedrich Alexander (18231891). In the Austro-Prussian War, 1866, King Karl
allied with the Prussians. The war marked the emerging
dominance of Prussia over the German states. Another
outcome was the weakening of the Austrian Empire
which, in the aftermath, became the Austro-Hungarian
Empire. The Franco-Prussian War (1870-1871) drew
Baiersbronn.7
the southern states of Baden, Württemberg, Bavaria
and Hesse-Darmstadt into the North German Confederation and established the German Empire under
Chancellor Bismarck. It seemed to those living in Wurttemberg that no improvements could be expected in
their forgotten corner of the world.
−−
Into this tale of warfare and crippling poverty enters the story of our immediate Finkbeiner and Gaiser
ancestral families who chose to emigrate to America. Before exploring their history, it is fitting to examine
the ancestry of both Johann Georg Finkbeiner and his wife Rosine geb Gaiser, the author’s greatgrandparents.
The chart shows the immediate ancestry of the author’s grandfather John Finkbeiner. This chart was
constructed from church records.8 The surname initials denote “F” for Finkbeiner and “G” for Gaiser. The
F or G with wives indicate their maiden names. Including John, there are five who were born Finkbeiners
and eight who were born Gaisers. Even more remarkable: every marriage in the chart involved only
Finkbeiners and Gaisers.
After the chart is a listing of details not found there. Here “geb” (for geboren in German) denotes a woman’s
maiden name. All persons listed were born in scattered communities within the municipality of
Baiersbronn. All recorded their religious affiliation as Evangelisch (in German) which means Lutheran. In
America, Evangelical has the more specific meaning of one who believes that God the Father sent his son
into the world and whoever believes in his son Jesus has eternal life. The details given here are taken from
a notarized document signed by the Evangelisch Priest, for Henry Schlomer, on 30 May 1936. Henry was
the son of John Schlomer and Mary geb Finkbeiner. His mother Mary was the daughter of Johann Georg
Finkbeiner and Rosine geb Gaiser Finkbeiner.
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Three generations of ancestors of “grandpa” John Finkbeiner
First generation ururgross-vater/mutter
Jakob Bernhardt F
1780-1846

Anna Maria G
1785-1863

Matthäus G
1793-1852

Jakob G
1794-1846

m. 1804

Elisabethe G
1792-1883

Katharina F
1791-1856

m. 1825

m. 1819
Second generation urgross-vater/mutter
Christian F
1828-1866

Anna Maria G
1827-1875

Johann Georg G
1823-1889

m. 1853

Rosine G
1826-1902

m. 1850

Third generation gross-vater/mutter
Johann Georg F
1850-1889

Rosine G
1856-1914

m. 1876

Johannes / John F
1877-1948

First generation
Jakob Bernhardt Finkbeiner: born 14 July 1780 in Rossweg, Baiersbronn, died 22 August 1846 also in
Rossweg. His profession was Holzhauer (tree cutter). He was twenty years old at the time of the
Black Forest fire, 1800.
Anna Maria geb Gaiser: born 24 March 1785 in Rossweg, Baiersbronn, died 15 February 1863 also in
Rossweg.
Jakob and Anna married 18 September 1804 in Baiersbronn.
Jakob Gaiser: born 24 December 1794 in Bergmosis, Baiersbronn, died 27 May 1846 in Baiersbronn. He
was also a Holzhauer.
Elisabethe geb Gaiser: born 4 November 1792 in Höll, Baiersbronn, died 9 April 1883 in Bergmosis,
Baiersbronn.
Jakob and Elisabete married 23 February 1819.
Matthäus Gaiser: born 12 June 1793 in Rotmurg, Baiersbronn, died 7 September 1852 in Rinkenberg,
Baiersbronn. His profession was Pfeifer (fife player).
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Katharina geb Finkbeiner: born 6 July 1791 in Labbronnen, Baiersbronn, died 22 February 1856 in
Rinkenberg, Baiersbronn.
Matthäus and Katharina married 3 November 1825 in
Baiersbronn.

Second generation
Christian Finkbeiner: born 16 August 1828 in Rossweg,
Baiersbronn, died 12 February 1866 also in Rossweg.
Like his father he was a Holzhauer.
Anna Maria geb Gaiser: born 22 August 1827 in Baiersbronn,
died 2 October 1875 in Rossweg, Baiersbronn.
Christian and Anna Maria married 6 September 185310 in
Baiersbronn.
Johann Georg Gaiser: born 11 October 1823 in Rinkenberg,
Baiersbronn, died 21 July 1889 also in Rinkenberg.
His occupation was Taglöhner (laborer).
Rosine geb Gaiser: born 17 September 1826 in Baiersbronn,
immigrated to America, died 8 July 1902 in Connell,
Washington (USA).
Johann Georg and Rosine married 14 April 1850 in
Baiersbronn.
Dusk at Baiersbronn.9

Third generation
Johann Georg Finkbeiner: born 21 April 185011 in Rossweg, Baiersbronn, immigrated to America (from
Mitteltal, Rossweg), died 28 March 1889 in Gage County, Nebraska. Like his father and
grandfather, he was a Holzhauer.
Rosine geb Gaiser: born 4 December 1856 in Rinkenberg, Baiersbronn, immigrated to America (from
Mitteltal, Rossweg), died 23 August 1914 in Spokane, Washington (USA). She was a Housfrau
(homemaker).
Johann Georg and Rosine (first cousins) were married 1 February 1876 in Baiersbronn. Five children were
born to them (“fourth generation”) two while still in Germany and three in America.12

Fourth generation
Johannes (John) Finkbeiner: born 18 February 1877 in Rossweg, Baiersbronn,13 died 8 May 1948 in
Ritzville, Washington (USA). He homesteaded at Paradise Flats near Connell in 1900.
Frederika: born 27 July 1879 in Rossweg, Baiersbronn, died 17 August 1896 in Gage County, Nebraska
(USA) at the age of seventeen.
Maria: born 1 April 1885 in Graham, Missouri, died 8 January 1962.
Jakob Bernhardt (Ben): born 27 January 1887 in Gage County, Nebraska, died 6 December 1954 in
Spokane.
Rosa: born 28 December 1888 in Gage County, Nebraska, died 8 January 1889.
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Baiersbronn region map.14 The genealogy above mentions the following communities within Baiersbronn that
are found on this map: Bergmosis, Höll, Labronnen, Rinkenberg, and Rossweg.
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2. Missouri
The book Two-Way Passage by Louis Adamic, paints a vivid picture of the Gaiser family’s crushing
poverty and the motive for six siblings’ emigration to America. Like the Gaisers, the Finkbeiners suffered
under the same burden, living as they did in small villages near Baiersbronn, and emigrated in the same
short interval of time. The following is drawn from Adamic’s interview of Johann (John) Georg Gaiser, the
youngest of ten Gaiser children, four boys and six girls. His father, also named Johann, made a living mostly
by turning cordwood into charcoal. This labor occupied him nine months of the year. He spent the other
three sledding wood out of timbered hills and grubbing out old stumps for firewood. Without the use of
explosives, it was very hard work. Johann spent evenings working by lamplight to build churns and
washtubs or hand sleds stout enough to haul half a cord of wood out of the hills. John’s mother Rosine and
his six sisters worked their four acres of land. At Baiersbronn’s altitude the growing season was short and
the soil not the best. Their efforts at farming yielded meager harvests. Although every family member
worked hard it proved impossible to make a dent in their grinding poverty. Besides paying taxes they
struggled under an old debt on their property. Any kind of setback plunged them into a crisis.1
One year the rain rotted the potatoes in the ground, the hay
rotted in the shocks, and the rye, damp when it was placed
into the barn, rotted as well. Late that autumn and through the
winter months John’s father and oldest brother Matthew made
several trips over the divide to get sacks of turnips, potatoes,
and grain from relatives on the western slope where the crops
were better. Their diet was reduced to rye soup for breakfast,
and a turnip each for lunch. Supper was potatoes or turnips
mixed with rye flour and flavored with a dash of vinegar.2
Extreme poverty and occasional brushes with starvation were
the impetus to emigrate. Johann and Rosine Gaiser
encouraged their children to settle in America, ‘the land of
unlimited

Immigrants at Castle Garden, 1855.3

possibilities.’ Adding motivation to this sentiment were
one or two other factors. Letters from America to
villagers in Baiersbronn told of a shortage of German
girls among German settlers.4 Another factor was a book
by Friedrich Muench, The State of Missouri, An Account
with Special Reference to German Immigration,
published in Germany in 1859. The author’s purpose was
to assist his countrymen who were thinking of emigrating.
It was filled with practical information about farming,
climate, health conditions, population of the state, and
much more.5

Northwest Missouri, modern map.

The year 1882 marked the beginning of an exodus by
several members of the Gaiser and Finkbeiner families.
The two families, already entwined in Baiersbronn,
would remain so for decades in their new land that they
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would eventually call ‘home’. Their journeys would pass
through Castle Garden, New York,6 and on to Missouri. After
a couple of years most of them would migrate on to
southeastern Nebraska, and around the turn of the century, on
to Washington state.
First to America was Frederika Gaiser, age twenty-three.7 The
family may have expected her to marry a German settler
already in Missouri. This was not to be. Aboard ship was at
least two other Baiersbronners. The ship’s manifest of the S/S
Castor records the names of a J. Braun (male, age twentyJakob & Frederika Braun, 1916,
five), above the name of F. Gaiser (female) and a J. Braun
courtesy of Melvin Finkbeiner.
(male, age twenty-eight) below her name.8 The ship arrived at
Castle Garden 22 May 1882. Exactly one week later, Frederika Gaiser and Jacob Braun (age twenty-five)
were married in Edwardsville, Illinois,9 at the Methodist Episcopal Church. Their witnesses, Charles and
Julia Gaiser, were relatives of Frederika.10 One
wonders whether the S/S Castor turned out to be
a ‘love boat’? The newly-married Brauns settled
in Maryville, Nodaway County where Jacob
worked for an uncle. During that year, he
purchased forty acres of land and built a house
S/S Hapsburg.12
and barn.11
The next family members to emigrate were
Rosine Gaiser with her husband Johann Georg
Finkbeiner and their children Johannes (six) and
Frederika (four), sailing on the S/S Hapsburg,
arriving 2 April 1883.15 They also came to
Maryville, living there for a time with Jacob and
Frederika Braun before finding a home two to
three miles east of Graham, Missouri.16 Next to
arrive was Louise.17 Three Gaiser sisters were
now in America. In a correspondence with their
Ship’s manifest13 and transcription.14
parents, they suggested the next to come ought
to be their youngest brother Johann Georg
(“John,” Jr.), sixteen. They expected the youngest to adjust more rapidly in a new culture.18 John immigrated
with his sister Franziska,19 twenty, a seamstress.19 They arrived at Castle Garden, on 4 April 1884. Last of
the siblings to emigrate was Ludwig, twenty-one. He sailed on the S/S Donau, arriving on 10 November
1884.21 The final Baiersbronners to arrive and settle in Nodaway County, were siblings of Johann Georg
Finkbeiner: his brothers Johannes and Frederick as well as Johannes’s wife Rosine (Wirth) Finkbeiner, and
their daughter Scharlotte. They sailed on the S/S Amerique, arriving on 31 December 1884.22 First they
lived with Johann Georg Finkbeiner and his family.23 In all, no less than fourteen Gaisers and Finkbeiners
immigrated to America between the years 1882 to 1884. One more not listed on the ship’s manifest was
Matthew Gaiser.
Immigration permitted ambitious German men to own more land than they had ever dared to dream of in
Germany in exchange for hard work. Their living conditions might be harsh the first few years, but with
luck, they could expect within a few years to build a house for their families that dwarfed those of their
former German villages’ richest men. No longer would their children and grandchildren watch their
prospects wither with each generation division of family assets; instead, a man could help his sons acquire
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their own land, and he could expect that his daughters would find good German husbands nearby with farms
of their own. The entire extended family could become prosperous together.
Two Way Passage depicts the emotional family parting. “In March came word that our tickets were at the
Methodist Emigrant House in Bremen, and my sister and I [Franziska and John] got ready to depart. It was
a difficult leave-taking. Now five of us ten children would be gone. I think it was especially hard for Mother
to see me, her youngest. She insisted on packing our carpetbags – the last thing she could do for us. Father
looked on. Then Mother rested her still strong and steady hand on his shoulder. Suddenly seeing them so, I
didn’t want to go - but I knew I would. Father made a motion with his limp, shaking hand: be on your way!
As I see it now, working in him was the strong purpose which stirred in others all over Europe and became
a part of the dynamics of America. In a cracked, unnatural voice, he said to us: ‘I don’t count. Don’t worry
about me. You go! Go with God!’”24
If parting from homeland was emotionally difficult for some, so also was the adjustment to the so-called
“land of unlimited possibilities,” especially for the women. “In leaving their village, they lost forever some
of the most cherished aspects of their lives. They bid farewell, usually forever, to their parents and other
relatives. No longer would they meet their friends and neighbors on the street whenever they walked to the
shops; no longer would they enjoy the comfort of spinning
or sewing with other women on long winter nights. In
America they were often isolated on farms some miles
outside the nearest town. They fought the wilting heat, the
dirt and insects, the wild animals, and the dark silent nights.
They longed for familiar foods and their former kitchen
stoves. Most of all they worried about unfamiliar illnesses
that struck themselves and their families, and they feared
being alone in their hours of childbirth.”25
Some women became emotionally ill. This affliction of the

heart struck Rosine (Würth) Finkbeiner, wife of Johannes,
after the birth of their third child Christian (1888). Her doctor
Johannes & Rosine Wirth Finkbeiner,
courtesy of Melvin Finkbeiner.
suggested the family return to Germany else she would
surely die. She and Johannes, their children and brother
Frederick made the journey. After a year, all returned to Missouri except Frederick, who had married and
chose to remain in Germany.26 Returning to Missouri, Johannes and Rosine rented farmland and by 1894
were able to purchase one-hundred acres of timberland southwest of Graham, Missouri. They used the
timber to build their home and outbuildings. Bit by bit, as more timber was cleared, more land was put into
cultivation. Their family lived almost completely on what
they produced. They had eight children.27 The only
physical footprint of their story is a large tree along 385th
Street in Graham.28

Farm of Johannes & Rosine Finkbeiner near
Graham, Missouri.

The four Gaisers, two sisters and two brothers who
followed the pioneers, Frederika and Rosine, lived with
their sisters before finding their own places in Nodaway
County. The individual families purchased or rented farms
or were farm laborers. The women likely found work as
well. They lived frugally and sent money back to
Baiersbronn to help the remaining family and for travel
expenses of the next sibling to emigrate. Sundays were a
day of rest when the families attended the German
Methodist Episcopal (GME) Church in Graham.29 There
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they met with other families with whom they could speak
their language and relax into their familiar culture. The week
seemed easier knowing Sunday would come again. Perhaps
at this church Franziska met Herman Kludas.30 They were
married scarcely seven months after her arrival in the new
land.31
When did the Finkbeiner and Gaiser families become
acquainted with the German Episcopal Church movement?
Possibly in Germany. The first Methodist missionary to
Sunday School record with signature of
Germany was Christoph Gottlob Müller. After sojourning in
Johannes Finkbeiner.
England, he returned and settled in Württemberg in 1832
where he started lay classes. While no church buildings were constructed under his leadership, it is possible
the families knew of his ministry. In 1849, L.S. Jacoby, a German-speaking American Methodist, was sent
to Bremen. By the following May he had established a publishing house and launched the periodical Der
Evangelist. The Preachers Seminary was founded in Frankfurt in 1868 as well as a printing establishment,
which published books, children’s literature, and tracts.32 Published materials, whether periodicals or books,
may have arrived in Baiersbronn. Possibly through
these, the Finkbeiner and Gaiser families learned of
the small German speaking community in the village
of Graham, Missouri, and its German Methodist
congregation.33 The three Gaiser sisters may have
been acquainted with the movement’s weekly, Der
Christliche Apologete, learning that one could
purchase tickets through the Methodist Emigrant
House in Bremen for families emigrating from
Germany. This is what they did for Franziska and
Johann Georg.34
German Methodist Episcopal Church, Maryville,
Missouri, courtesy of Melvin Finkbeiner.
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3. Nebraska
By 1887, within four years after arriving in America, all the Finkbeiner and Gaiser families except the
Johannes Finkbeiners relocated from Nodaway County, Missouri to Gage County in southeastern Nebraska
which was a distance of roughly one hundred miles. What prompted this second uprooting of the family?
The likely attraction was a region less settled with wider opportunities for farming. During the 1870s,
Nodaway County, Missouri was saturated and doubled in population, but grew little during the 1880s, the
decade during which the two families arrived. At the beginning of the 1880s, the population of Gage County
was only 40% that of Nodaway County. By 1890, Gage had surpassed Nodaway.1 Here they hoped for easy
land ownership, working the land with the seasons, enjoying good health, practicing their faith, and
experiencing some joy. Sadly, this was not to be for the Johann Georg Finkbeiner family.
The Gaiser sisters and their families continued to reside near each other in Gage County, Nebraska. Likely
the first to make the move there were Herman and Franziska Kludas. The 1885 State Census2 lists them in
Sherman Township, while none of the other families
were as yet recorded in the area. Arriving later and
settling in the village of Virginia were Johann Georg
and Rosine Finkbeiner where they rented the
Bauchman farm.3 Their family had recently grown by
the addition of a daughter, Mary.4 Several years earlier
while still in Missouri, the Brauns had purchased forty
acres of land in Sherman Township (also in Gage
County); in 1886 they moved onto their land.5 Most
likely Louise and John, brother and sister, neither yet
married, travelled to Nebraska accompanied by a
married sister.
SE Nebraska and Gage County
After Louise’s marriage to William Panhorst, 7
December 1886, they lived in Wymore.6 William had
emigrated from Germany in 1883 and arrived in Nebraska before the 1885 State Census at which time he
was boarding with the Henry Schmits family. Both he and Henry were harness makers. Pursuing a different
calling, Ludwig Gaiser enrolled at Central Wesleyan College7 in Warrenton, Missouri, a college established
by the German Methodist Episcopal Church
in 1864.8 After four years in Gage County9
parents child birth christening godparents
working for various farmers and saving his
money, John Gaiser, at the urging of his older
brother Ludwig, enrolled at Ottawa College
in Kansas.10
Birth record for Jakob Bernhard (Ben) Finkbeiner.
Courtesy of Nebraska State Historical Society.

Into their lives came both joys and sorrows,
but they had each other, their work, their
traditions, and the strength of their faith.
Johann Georg and Rosine Finkbeiner were blessed by a son Jakob Bernhardt (Ben) 27 January 1887. He
was christened at The Evangelical Salem Church, a Lutheran Church at Steinauer, Nebraska.11 Perhaps the
Finkbeiners, like the Jacob Braun family traveled to church by a spring wagon or a lumber wagon.12 Their
children John and Frederika may have attended the single room schoolhouse in Virginia built in 1887, 13
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two years after their arrival in Nebraska. Their little sister
Rosa was born 28 December 1888. Sadly, she lived only
eleven days. Tragedy continued to beset the family. Less
than three months later, 28 March 1889, Johann passed
away at age thirty-eight, from a serious lung affliction.14
He had lived in America scarcely nine years. At age
thirty-two, Rosine found herself a widow with four
children. John, thirteen, Frederika, ten, Mary, three, and
Ben, two. That same year, Rosine and her Gaiser siblings
lost their father Johann Georg Gaiser, 21 July 1889. While
the Finkbeiners were suffering the horrors of illness and
death, Rosine’s sisters and their families battled their own
Shared gravestone of Johann Georg, Frederika,
anxieties. Chester Finkbeiner writes: “My father [John
and Rosa Finkbeiner, Virginia, Nebraska.
Finkbeiner] related to me that fears were prevalent then:
fear of drinking the water and fear of entering homes of suspected ill persons. Friends left food and mail at
the gates of the homes of the ill.”15
Two years later in Wymore, Rosine wed Ferdinand Zivansky, a Bohemian.16 She was thirty-four and he
was thirty-eight. Unfortunately, the marriage did not go well. She began
divorce proceedings against him, September 1896. A formal summons
from the Gage County Court was sent to Ferdinand but was returned
undeliverable. In her complaint Rosine stated that he was continuously
cruel toward her and her children, swearing, calling Rosine a “bitch” and
the children by her first husband, “sons of bitches” and “bastards”. He
threatened to kill her family. Scarcely six months after their wedding,
February1892, while sharpening a large knife, he threatened one of her
sons that if he came into the house, he’d cut his throat. Over the last two
years he had become more abusive and cruel to her and to her children.
Although a strong, able-bodied man, he refused to purchase and supply
necessary food and clothing. Rosine was required to work on his rented
farm doing a man’s work, such as sowing grain, working in the harvest
field, and taking care of the horses, cattle, and hogs. She further charged
him as unfit to have the care or custody of their child, Anna, who at the
time was less than three, born 14 January 1893.17 Despite these
proceedings, there is no record in Gage County that the divorce was ever
finalized. What happened to Ferdinand Zivansky is unknown. No
cemetery records could be found for him in Gage County. The family
Mary Finkbeiner, Anna
story: he walked out the door one day and was never seen again.18
Zivansky, Ben Finkbeiner.
Courtesy of Melvin Finkbeiner.

Less than a month before Rosine began the divorce proceedings against
Zivansky, her daughter, Frederika, was stricken with a high fever. The doctor strongly recommended that
she be given nothing to drink. Frederika passed away in July 1895 at age sixteen.19
While emotional turmoil was troubling the lives of Rosine and her children, her mother (Matron Rosine),
was writing letters to her children stating her wish to immigrate to America. In their turn, they encouraged
her to remain in Germany among familiar friends, surroundings, and traditions. But she was adamant! In a
letter she wrote; “If I could only see one of my ‘American children,’ I would die happy.”20 Responding to
her plea, her four daughters and son, Ludwig, chose John, their youngest brother, to go ‘home’ and find out
if their mother really wanted to join her American children.21 April 1896, John filled out the paperwork for
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a passport stating his intention to return to America before 1
January 1897.22 In the spring of 1896, after graduating from
college, he traveled to Germany.
In John Gaiser’s interview with Louis Adamic, he shared his
thoughts about his mother and his discussions with her. He had left
his homeland ten years earlier. His mother was nearly seventy when
he arrived back in the village. “She had aged greatly. She was part
of the village; it was part of her. Nearly everybody was her friend.
She heard familiar speech and sounds. Of course, she missed her
‘American children’. But wouldn’t she be much lonelier in
Nebraska or Kansas, where we would be busy most of the time?
After the first few weeks we might be too busy to talk with her and
explain our new ways of life. Wouldn’t it be better if she stayed at
home and one of us came back for a visit every couple of years?”
John shared some of these thoughts with his mother, but she
brushed them all aside. He recognized in her the same frustration
he had witnessed in his father prior to his own departure to
Matron Rosine Gaiser. Courtesy
of Melvin Finkbeiner.
America. Yet she was insistent: the village had failed her; it could
not support her children, six of whom had emigrated. She had not
witnessed the weddings of any of her daughters.23 She had never met her sons-in-law and grandchildren.
Now she wanted to leave, too. John repeated his warning that in America, she might be unhappy after a
while, but she shook her head as if it were irrelevant, and said over and over again, “Son, I am going with
you!”24
Matron Rosine said “Good-bye” to family and friends and all that was familiar. Anticipating seeing her
American children, and looking forward to meeting sons-in-law, a daughter-in-law, and grandchildren, who
were as yet strangers to her, she left Baiersbronn. Mother and son crossed the Rhine River into France and
on to the coastal port city of Le Havre where they boarded the steamship La Bretagne and arrived in New
York (Castle Garden), on 22 June 1896. The ships log recorded their intended destination as Wymore,
Nebraska.25
In 1900, Matron Rosine was living with her daughter Louise and her husband, William Panhorst, and their
children.26 John Gaiser continued, “She was happy for about six months as she visited around with her
daughters and sons-in-laws and grandchildren, and with her two other “American sons,” especially Lui
[Ludwig] who had married and was a preacher with a pastorate.27 Then, as John had feared, she got lonely.
“Most of us talked English at least part of the time, and she could not learn a dozen words of ‘this American
language’ as she put it. She tried living with each of her children awhile but did not feel very comfortable.
Everything was so different. Her grandchildren, native Americans, thought her ‘funny’. They gaped and
giggled at her.”28 “But she was never homesick. She made it clear repeatedly that she did not want to return
to Baiersbronn. Yet she was miserable because of the gap that America had placed between her and her
children. We had changed; she was the same. She did not feel at home in America, but she sensed that we
were, and that our children would not have to emigrate in order to live. There was plenty here.”29
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4. Washington
Paradise Flats
If there was plenty in America for the immigrant Finkbeiners and Gaisers, what was lacking in Nebraska
after fifteen years of residency? Their story now leads to a place with the auspicious name “Paradise Flats.”
Where is this spot, on planet earth? According to the National Gazetteer of the United States of America, it
is located at 46 degrees, 43 minutes, 12 seconds north latitude and 118 degrees, 55 minutes, 36 seconds
west longitude.1 This is a very precise description. In fact, in one second of latitude and longitude there is
a rectangle about 70 feet east-to-west and 100 feet north-to-south. This exact spot is about three miles westnorthwest of what became the Finkbeiner homestead, a bit south of the intersection between Coyan and
Dilling Roads. Of course, this is only one point on Paradise Flats, an elevated flat land stretching northwest
from Mountain View Cemetery, outside Connell, almost to Othello, twenty miles long and several miles
wide.

Paradise Flats.2

To get a sense of this unique land, stand at the edge of Mountain View Cemetery, about a mile and a half
northwest of Connell, Washington. Looking southward, away from the cemetery, you will perceive at once
that the ground quickly falls away to farmland below. As you look to your left and right you observe that
the cemetery is perched on a high plateau. Looking into the distance you realize that Connell is hidden by
hilly folds. Looking a little to your right in the distance you can see short hills and deep canyons. Now turn
around and you will observe that the Flats run northwest, stretching toward Othello, invisible in the expanse.
Easily seen, four miles away is the Finkbeiner homestead, marked by its large red barn. This was the place
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where John and his mother Rosine’s dreams and wishes had come true: they had land – their land if they
improved it and made it their residence for five years.
How did Paradise Flats, around two thousand miles from Nebraska, come into the consciousness of Rosine
and her son John? Behind this are two stories, one about a congressional act from thirty-eight years earlier,
and the other about an advertisement in a German language newspaper.
The first story was the Homestead Act, signed by Abraham Lincoln, on 20 May 1862, was a momentous
new law. It is considered one of the most important pieces of legislation in American history.3 Many citizens
of other countries as well as those living in the United States saw it as their chance to escape poverty. It
was progressive: women, and minorities could claim their own 160 acres. It did not require a claimant to
be a citizen. Non-citizens needed only swear to their becoming one. Land was practically given away with
few stipulations: live on the land, improve it by building a 1214 dwelling, and grow crops. After the
required five years, a homesteader, who by this time must be a United States Citizen, filed for a deed of
title and submitted proof of residency and the required lists of improvements to a local land office.4
The second story was an advertisement placed in Der Christliche Apologete,5 “The Christian Advocate”, a
German language newspaper targeting the German Methodist immigrant population of America. For Rosine
and her son John, there was a renewed hope of “unlimited possibilities.” The publication printed useful
information for immigrants, including the advantages of naturalizing as soon as possible, and instructions
on how to acquire American citizenship. It also carried invitations from western communities inviting
German immigrants to settle among them. It explained the terms on which land was available and the
railroad facilities to reach outlying areas.6 Two men who influenced the settling of Connell and its environs
were Adam Buehler and Rudolph
Feigenbaum who placed one or more
ads in Der Christliche Apologete
proposing a German Methodist
community in or near Connell. Buoyed
by new hopes, Rosine probably wrote
an inquiring letter to her brother
Header for an early Der Christliche Apologete7
Ludwig Gaiser, then living in Ritzville,
Washington. Other letters may have
been addressed to Rev. Buehler.
These events prompted another migration which Rosine and her son John instigated. Rosine’s mother, two
of her sisters and her brother John (Gaiser), eventually settled in the Connell area. A land purchase
document and a letter suggest that Rosine and John arrived in Washington State without her three younger
children. Arriving in Ritzville it is conceivable that Adam Buehler, then living in Ritzville, accompanied
Rosine and John to inspect land near his cabin at Paradise Flats. After learning that William Cole was
selling his west half of section eleven, they purchased it on 12 February 1900.8 Five days later, John and
Buehler appeared at the land office in Ritzville. John signed the Application for a Homestead (Homestead
Affidavit) promising his intent to settle on the land and that he was not acting as an agent for another. He
also signed the Non-Mineral Affidavit stating he was acquainted with the character of the land and that it
was essentially non-mineral land. Adam Buehler also signed this document swearing that he knew John
Finkbeiner as a credible person. John returned to the land office two days later paid the twenty-two-dollar
filing fee and received his homestead land. It is described as “S.E. ¼ of Section 10, in Township 14 N, of
Range 31 East of Willamette Meridian.”9
How Rosine’s family all collected in Washington is unclear. She may have taken the train back to Nebraska
to pick up her three younger children and say good-byes to extended family there before heading west
again. Or, the three children, Mary, almost sixteen, Ben, thirteen, and Anna, six, may have taken the train
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west with their mother’s instructions but without her immediate presence. The children, at least, arrived in
Ritzville the first week of March and stayed with Rosine’s brother Ludwig and his family. Taking advantage
of the Homestead Act for herself, Rosine applied for a homestead at the Ritzville office, on 5 March 1900.
The next day at the Receiver’s Office, she paid the twenty-two-dollar filing fee and received her
homestead,10 which bordered John’s land on the north.

Section map of Township 14
Sections along the west edge of Township 14 are not shown
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The history of Paradise Flats began about three decades before the Finkbeiners arrived. In earlier days it
was sparsely inhabited; sheep were kept there and wild horses roamed.11 The quarter sections that became
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the Finkbeiners’ were surveyed 23 November 1871.12 About a decade later, 8 September 1882, marked the
completion of the Northern Pacific Railway from the Pacific Northwest to Minnesota. At once, traveling to
Washington Territory became much easier. The reach of the Sears Catalog followed the westward
expansion of the rails. Settlers could easily order from the catalog and receive their merchandise by railway.
Further, the arrival of new settlers in the region prompted the 1883 subdivision of Whitman and Spokane
Counties into Lincoln, Douglas, Adams, and Franklin counties.13 These new counties spanned what was
then called “the Great Columbia Plain,” now known as the Columbia Basin. Washington Statehood
followed on 11 November 1889. Both government and railroad interests sought to serve prospective land
seekers with convenient offices for application and sale. There they could consult maps and have all the
detailed provisions explained.14
This was the political organizational setting into which the Finkbeiners entered. Yet what of the land itself
and their impressions of it? Many years later, Rosine’s daughter Mary Finkbeiner Schlomer wrote a letter
to her family dated, on 10 March 1957, recounting their first several days in Washington State.
I’ve been wanting to talk to you all day, so I’ll write. I’ve felt this day of memories that we
did fifty-seven years ago today. First February 29, 1900, fifty-seven years ago we left
Nebraska leaving three feet of snow and twenty below zero took train and on March 3, at
2 a.m., we arrived in Ritzville, [Washington]. Uncle L. [Ludwig] Gaiser met us at the train.
My we bundled up to get off train. Conductor laughed at us for when we got off it was so
warm at two a.m. and flowers were blooming all over your country for Gaisers lived on
that road you go on about four miles south of Ritzville. All we did first day gather flowers,
admire weather. Then comes March 10, by the tenth we had bought a wagon, three
bunchgrass horses and bought what we needed to take to Connell [Paradise Flats five miles
northwest of Connell], on homestead. So March 10, fifty-seven years ago this a.m. at seven
we left for Connell [Paradise Flats]. We only got as far as eight miles south of Lind. Horses
gave out. We slept on wagon bed horses ate hay at our feet. In a.m. the horses ate hay we
slept on. We cooked on a sage brush fire. Coyotes all around us we could see them near
the wagon all howling all night. March 11 we started to head toward homestead. We went
stayed in Buehler’s cabin one and one half mile from, mother’s homestead and brother
John’s homestead one mile. The house was eight feet by ten feet. Mornings we moved
bedding out, eve, move it in. It was a dry spring at least those days. We lived in cabin till
we hauled lumber to build a four horse barn then moved into barn. Two stalls. We had
beds in one stall and table and cook stove in other one. We lived in this barn shed till later
we built a house. Four small rooms, two up and two down.”15
In her letter, Mary recounts the beauty of the land describing the blooming wildflowers in March. It is
fascinating to compare her impressions with those of Lt. Thomas Symons nearly two decades earlier. In
1881, the U.S. Army Department of the Columbia sent
Symons to assess the navigability of the Columbia
River and its tributaries. His description of the interior
(Columbia Basin) is quite colorful. Symons concluded
that one’s opinion of it depended much on the time of
year. He wrote:

Early travelers over these sections formed and
recorded various opinions concerning the
quality of the lands. They were influenced in
their views by the season of the year in which
they traveled. To one who travels over an
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Bunch grass on Paradise Flats.

uncultivated portion of the country in the spring and early summer nothing can be more
promising than its appearance around him on every side. The valleys and rolling hills
stretch away covered with a luxuriant growth of green and tender grass, and the varied
hues of the multitudinous flowers add color and great beauty to the scene. The soil is moist,
showers of rain fall frequently, and little streams and trickling springs are seen in all
directions. After a while comes a change; the showers cease, the clouds disappear and
nothing interposes between the burning rays of the sun and the parching earth. The grass
loses its cool, green hue, the flowering plants become shrunken and withered, the springs
and rivulets become small or extinct, and the soil dry and dusty. During this latter period
of the summer and fall the traveler would form a very poor opinion of the land, and declare
that it was not capable of raising the crops required by man. He would give it credit for
being a good grazing country when water could be procured, but that is as far as his
recommendation would go.16
Mary tells the story of the bunchgrass horses giving out eight miles south of Lind. In the following Symons
writes glowingly of the quality of the horses who graze on Bunch grass.
“The Columbia Basin was popularly named ‘Bunch-Grass Country,’ it’s plains and hills
were covered with the hardy and nutritious grass – Bunchgrass. ‘Bunch-grass’ became the
synonym for things good, strong, rich, and great: the bunch-grass country is the best and
finest country on earth; bunch-grass cattle and horses are the sweetest, fleetest, and
strongest in the world; and a bunch-grass man is the most superb being in the universe.”17
That fall of 1900 marked the beginning of a small German-speaking community in Paradise Flats. Mary
Schlomer further wrote:
“That fall, Buehlers moved down from Ritzville. He was German Methodist preacher,
Uncle to Oscar Buehler. Later Mittelsteads [Mittelstaedts], Oldenberg [Oldenburg],
Dilling came. While Buehler were building we had church cabin. What a good time we
had. Every Sunday all would got to someones house or shed. Every one brought something.
All walked first year or two. All were happy to get a home of their own and were contented.
Everybody helped the other fellow.”18
Curiously, the 1900 United States Federal Census lists Buehler as a farmer not a preacher.
Who was this man Adam Buehler, whose name repeatedly crops up in the early history of the Finkbeiners?
Was he a preacher, a farmer, circuit rider, settlement promoter, or all of the above? In 1883, the German
Methodist Episcopal Church Conference assigned Buehler, then twenty-eight, to the Spokane Circuit which
included Spokane Falls, Cheney, Farmington, Rosalia, Sprague, Medical Lake, Harrington, Ritzville,
Douglas, all in Washington Territory, and Lewiston in Idaho Territory. That same year he preached the first
German language sermon in Ritzville.19 His “indefatigable exertions” in preaching the gospel were
recognized at the 1885 regional Church Conference held in Roseburg, Oregon.20 The praise for Adam
Buehler at the 1885 Oregon Conference was somewhat dampened over the next two years. The 1887
Conference record stated:
“Brother Buehler’s call to preach was somewhat obscure last year because he tried
to combine what God has not united −preaching and farming; but since he has resolved
to let land alone, and dedicate himself to the one work of ministry, his call became
brighter, and now he can say: ‘Here am I, Lord; send me’.” 21
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Over the years Buehler served in many places, among which were Connell, and his final appointment,
Metolius, Oregon. Rev. Adam Buehler passed away on 22 January 1914 and is buried in the German
Methodist Cemetery in Ritzville.22
Who gave this countryside the name “Paradise Flats”? The Finkbeiner family story credits Adam Buehler
for the naming,23 but there is another possibility. The name may have originated as an advertisement ploy
by the Northern Pacific Railroad to attract homesteaders. The very words ‘Paradise Flats’ conjures up the
image of a place where the living is easy and stress-free.
Finkbeiner family life, farming, friendships, and church community circled around this place called
Paradise Flats. Yet to bring their land into production, great challenges lay ahead. Back in Nebraska, after
reading the advertisement of free land, they knew it meant hard work. They could not have gauged the
magnitude of unforeseen tasks especially the task of finding water and the weary difficulty of clearing the
land of sagebrush and bunch grass to make it profitable for planting. Water, essential for life, was not readily
available on Paradise Flats. Were the Finkbeiners told of this hardship and given directions for finding
water? The closest available was at Mottet Springs, a natural spring, another was a boarded-up well in what
would later become Ben Wirth’s Railroad Section, and the third at Scooteney Springs. These sources were
five to ten miles away from the homesteads. The springs and the well were at the foot of steep hillsides.
William Oldenburg, Jr. wrote a personal account about obtaining water with his father, William, Sr.
“The water had to be drawn by bucket on a rope. Dad used a five-gallon kerosene can
made into a bucket and I used a ten-quart, pail. It was arduous work to draw the water and
walk from the top of the four foot well structure on a plank and then to the wagon where
we dumped the water into a four-inch hole into the barrel. When the last barrel was finally
filled it seemed that it would be beyond one’s strength to repeat that performance in a life
time. And then came the steep pull up out of there while we rested on the wagon seat still
shaking from the exertion of loading. It was time for the team of horses to take over. They
struggled with every ounce of energy in them! They would claw into the rocky surface to
gain a brief footing, then slip and go down onto their knees. Finally they gained another
hold and step by half step they gained a little less steep slope where we could rest them for
a minute with brakes set. Their bellowing sides went in and out as their nostrils dilated to
retain their wind. They would turn their heads, looking back to see what monstrous weight
was pinning them down. They had my full pity. And so another load was brought home.”24
Chester Finkbeiner wrote that his father John used two water tanks that dried out in the heat of the summer
sun and most of the water leaked out on the way home. After such a loss, there might not be an adequate
supply for the cows, requiring him to return for more. The two tanks provided the minimum water
requirements for the home and animals for a day or two. Most of his day must have been taken with the
drawing of water and traveling back and forth between a source of water and home. The first well drilled
on the Flats was at Reverend Buehler’s farm. The windmill pumped up water to fill the large cistern that he
had built. He charged a dollar a barrel to fill the farmers’ water tanks.25 This ready accessibility to water
was a great relief to both them and their horses. In 1903, John Finkbeiner had a well drilled for his
homestead.26
If John was not hauling water, he was clearing the land of sagebrush and bunch grass. For this, he used a
heavy timber weighted down with rocks and drug by a horse over the sagebrush, breaking off the branches.
Another method he used was a weighted steel harrow with long teeth pulled over the sagebrush. The broken
branches were used for fuel to keep his home warm and for cooking, which was one of the only things the
land freely gave to the pioneers. Sage brush burned hot and quickly. That first year the plow was not used,
seeds weren’t planted, and no harvest took place.27
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Connell
Seventeen years before the Finkbeiners arrived in Franklin County, the Northern Pacific Transcontinental
Railroad was completed on 22 August 1883, linking Minneapolis, Minnesota to Tacoma, Washington
Territory. At many places along its length, junctions were established, and spurs built connecting more
remote areas to the mainline. One of these junctions gave Connell its original name, Palouse Junction. Lying
behind it is the story of the mounting crisis in the transportation of wheat from where it was harvested to
the Pacific Coast.
The predicament is best described by a reporter who in 1880, penned the story of the slow movement of a
sack of wheat sluggishly moving from the field, where it was grown, to the Pacific Ocean. At Walla Walla,
the sack waited for an empty train car. When one became available, it carried the wheat to Wallula on the
Columbia River where it was again stored. From there, it went by boat to Umatilla and was transferred to
another boat for Celilo Falls where it was again warehoused. Next it rode a train to The Dallas and was
again stored. Another boat transported it where it was portaged by train around the Upper and Lower
Cascades. Finally, it was loaded onto another boat and continued its journey down the Columbia and up the
Willamette River to Portland where it was stored again. From there it traveled down river to Astoria and on
the ocean to distant markets.1

Washington railroads, 1880-1900 era.

An even greater dilemma began to develop as new wheat producing fields were developed on land to the
northeast of Walla Walla extending as far as the Palouse country. This area is seventy miles, as the crow
flies, beyond Walla Walla. Further, standing in the way is the deep canyon of the Snake River. The river
could only be reached by short and precipitous tributary canyons. Some tried taking wagon loads of grain
down one of the steep trails, but they learned that it was dangerous to both man and horses. Others came
up with a plan of using gravity in a grain chute. In 1879, a wooden chute was constructed in the shape of a
four-inch square pipe thirty-two hundred feet long from the canyon rim to the river. It worked too well; as
the wheat descended it was ground into coarse flour and soon wore through the pipe. The chute was then
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rebuilt with a series of upturns every hundred feet or so to reduce the velocity. This worked well enough
that others were built along the river.2
The transport problem was alleviated in 1883 when the Northern Pacific, under the name of the Columbia
& Palouse Railway, built a branch line from Palouse Junction (Connell). “It stretched eastward up
Washtucna Coulee, crossing the lower Palouse River, and on to Colfax, Washington. That same year, the
railroad built a six-stall roundhouse and a water tank at Palouse Junction, which was served by a 175 foot
well. They announced plans to build a hotel and depot.3 Service on the branch line began 1 January 1884.4
In 1885, the railbed was extended to Pullman, Washington and further east to Moscow, Idaho.5 The entire
Columbia and Palouse line was abandoned in 1980 and the track and ties removed.6
The following description of Palouse Junction appeared in the Northwest Magazine, September 1886. It
was written on a hot summer day in July when the temperature reached 106 in the shade.
“Nobody lives at Palouse Junction, except a few men in the railway service, a family that
keeps a sort of hotel for travelers who may have to stay overnight on their way up to Colfax
or Moscow, and a saloonkeeper, on the watch for a chance to sell a glass of beer. Nobody
lives in the surrounding country. There is no reason why anybody should want to live there,
for there is neither water nor trees, nor any living thing, except the bunch grass, the
sagebrush and the coyotes. A small boy and a dog were the only companionable creatures
I found in this desolate place.”7
Later that year, an application was made to the U.S. Post Office Department for a post office to be named
“Connell” at Palouse Junction. Dated 13 December 1886, it was signed by Abram M. Vance. The post
office was to be located twenty feet south of the Northern Pacific tracks and north of the junction with the
Columbia and Palouse railway. At the time, fifty residents resided at Palouse Junction. The post office was
established a few weeks later, 18 January 1887, with Vance as postmaster. The name ‘Connell’ came from
Vance’s friend, Joseph Connell, who was the station agent. The 1885 Washington Territory census for
Franklin County lists Joseph Connell, age twenty-two, an agent, whose birthplace was Ohio. Listed directly
above his name is A. M. Vance, 29, telegraph operator, also born in Ohio.8 The Palouse Gazette of 29 April
1887; reported “A Post office to be known as Connell, with A.M. Vance as postmaster, was recently
established at Palouse Junction. It was named after the former station agent.”
A decade passed before Connell became more than a former post office along a rail line. By 1901, the
community was beginning to stir.
“Connell, the little burg just across the line in Franklin County… seems to be coming right
along with other towns in this section of the country. A few months ago, its only
establishment was a general merchandise store, which was very ‘general’ in one sense, a
16 by 30 foot shed serving as business quarters and family residence. The proprietor now
occupies a substantial, two-story structure, 24 by 60 feet, and from all reports does a
thriving business despite the competition of another store. The town also has a hardware
store, a drug store, harness shop, blacksmith shop, two hotels, livery stable, two lumber
yards and more business houses are to follow soon.”9
A letter from Mr. H.B. Drifting printed in the Franklin News-Recorder, 30 November 1901 said:
“Connell has improved rapidly since I was here last. There are now two hotels, two harness
shops, two stores, two hardware stores, a drug store, two feed stables and several new
buildings going up, including a church which will be used for a school house this winter”.10
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Despite these stirrings in 1901, the formal platting of the town did not take place until a year later. A key
figure in this was F.D. Mottet, an immigrant from France, who had been grazing sheep on the unfenced and
unsettled areas around what later became Connell. He leased the School Section from the Northern Pacific
Railroad. Happily, for his sheep as well as himself, he discovered water at a spring, later named “Mottet
Springs.” In 1902 he relinquished his lease on the School Section so it could be sold and platted as a
permanent town site.11 Toward this end, he sold 6,000 of his sheep to raise money to establish a bank along
with other partners. In May of that year, they incorporated The Franklin County Bank with Mottet as
President; B.S. Wadsworth, Vice President; and M.M. Taylor, Cashier. The bank proceeded to purchase
the School Section and platted the land for the site of Connell. Surveying of the lots began 6 December
1902. Sixty acres were platted with three hundred and fifty lots available. Thirty-six acres were platted west
of the Northern Pacific railway and twenty-four on the east side.12 The Connell Register newspaper reported
that the new town site of Connell was opened Thursday, 15 January 1903. By then, the townsite company
had placed on the market nearly three hundred business and residence lots ranging from fifty dollars to
three thousand dollars based on location and advantages. The principle east-west streets were named Main,
Franklin and Mottet; those running north - south were letters from A through G,13 with “C” as the business
street, which in later years was renamed Columbia.14

Plat map of Connell. Courtesy of Franklin County Courthouse, Auditors Office.

Surprisingly, the first event in the newly-platted town of Connell was to move it. To move it from southwest
of the railway junction in an area called Chickasaw Flats.15 Mr. Vinyard, a house mover from Sprague, was
hired to move the business buildings to the newly established lots east of the tracks beginning in March
1903.16
“This week will about wind up the business on the old townsite west of the track. The
Franklin County Register building was moved last Saturday. This week Janoksy &
Gaiser,17 the general merchants, and Otto Ulrich, the harness merchant moved their stocks
and are now doing business in their new building on the townsite. Kitley and Younce, the
butchers, will finish moving their meat market into its new quarters today. N. J. Hale’s
barber shop is being moved. A lot has been leased to the Chinaman for his restaurant and
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he will shortly be ready for business. G. H. Jennings will secure lots this week and begin
moving his livery business.”18
A major problem demanding a solution for the
Connell townsite was available water. A
month and a half after the moving of the
buildings began, The Connell Register,
Friday,17 April 1903 informed its readers that
a good supply of water was found at a depth of
two hundred and sixty-eight feet. The city
planned, as quickly as possible, to build a
pumping plant and reserve tanks, and install
water mains throughout the town. By June
19th, the newspaper announced the water pump
“C” street, Connell.
at the well had been running for a week
Courtesy of Franklin County Historical Museum.
without the slightest indication that the water
flow had reduced. Homestead farmers, who had not yet dug wells, lined up daily to receive the ‘pure,
sparkling water’ and rejoiced as they traveled home.19
A misfortune that afflicted many nineteenth
century towns did not spare Connell. It struck
scarcely sixteen months after the buildings were
moved. On 18 July 1904, Mr. Dristine, a co-owner
of the Dirstine Brothers’ drugstore, was working
with chemicals in the rear of the store when the
room filled with gas. He happened to step on a
parlor match that triggered an explosion which set
the building on fire. The wind was in a
southwesterly direction and the flames spread to
Dusty “C” street, arrival of automobiles.
Younce’s butcher shop and on to the Panhorst
Courtesy of Franklin County Historical Museum.
building. Fortunately, the new water system was
in place. The townspeople, working feverously,
put out the fire. Losses were substantial. The Dirstine Brothers loss was $2,000, with insurance covering a
quarter of it. Charles Younce’s losses were $500 with no insurance. The losses of the Kebel Brothers,
owners of the meat market building were $1,000, with partial insurance. William Panhorst’s losses were
$600 with insurance covering half.20 Work on rebuilding the Panhorst residence began 21 September
1904.21
The town quickly rebuilt. Around this period, Connell
was larger than Pasco and boasted the only two banks
in Franklin County.22 A strong movement was
mounted to move the county seat from Pasco to
Connell.23 However, in July of 1905, another fire
almost destroyed the business section.24 Connell also
suffered flooding from time to time. The flood waters
flowed down the Esquatzel Coulee in 1907 as well as
later years.25 Finally, another challenge to the
community resulted from farmers using the mouldboard plow. This was ill-suited to the fine soil of the
Columbia Basin. The plow turned the soil completely
over; the sun dried it; the wind blew and both soil and
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Knob Hill, west of Connell, 1908. Presbyterian
church (far left); water tower (right center).
Courtesy of Melvin Finkbeiner.

seeds ended in neighboring fields. Farmers reseeded and each time the destructive windstorms came. Many
farmers went bankrupt and abandoned their farms. This hurt store owners who could not collect their bills;
some of them either went bankrupt or closed their doors. The population of Connell dwindled from four
hundred to three hundred.26 The town continues to struggle to this day as it competes for business with the
larger cities of Othello and Pasco.
While the Finkbeiner homesteaders lived several miles northwest of Connell, one of them left a footprint
in the newly established townsite, even if for only a brief time. After about four years working on her
homestead Rosine imagined that owning a hotel in Connell might help make a livelihood for herself and
her children.27 A news brief in the 19 November 1903, issue of the Connell Statesman and News-Recorder
reported that Mrs. A. Battle of the Pioneer Hotel had completely severed the thumb of her left hand with a
cleaver while cutting meat. After losing her thumb Mrs. Battle put her hotel up for sale and Rosine
purchased it. Almost a year later another news item informed the public that Mrs. Rose Finkbeiner held a
sale at the Pioneer Hotel to dispose of many of its furnishings.28 These statements from the newspaper are
important considering that Ed Klindworth wrote: “It seems certain that Mrs. Finkbeiner’s hotel and
boarding house can be called the first business established in Connell after 1900.”29 This surmise can’t be
true since in March 1903, existing Connell businesses were moved from one side of the tracks to the other.
Further, according to the newspaper article Rosine did not own a business in town until 1904.

The Oldenburg Family Arrives
With the arrival of the Oldenburg Family in late 1900, our attention now returns to Paradise Flats. Their
story began much earlier in Beutel in the province of Brandenburg, Prussia when Christian Friedrich Adam
Oldenburg and Wilhelmine Henriette Amalie (geb. Richter)1 decided to emigrate. After permission was
granted in 1866, they took their two sons and three daughters and traveled across the sea to America,2
settling in Fond du Lac County, Wisconsin. One of their sons was Johann Lüdwig Wilhelm (William), then
age ten. Eleven years later, April 1877, William married Margaretha (Margaret) Petri. 3 Their eleven
children with their birthdates and birthplaces are as follows.
Henry, 6 February 1878, Wisconsin.
Lydia Anna, 2 May 1879, Wisconsin.
Clara, M., 1881, Wisconsin.
Sarah, (Sadie) Anna, 1881, Wisconsin.
Laura, August 1885, Wisconsin.
William, January 1887, Wisconsin.
Selma, December 1889, Wisconsin.
Louis, March 1892, Minnesota.
Walter, May 1895, Arkansas.
Arthur, July 1898, South Dakota.
Harold (Harry) Lester, 8 August 1901 Washington (Paradise Flats).
After the birth of their seventh child Selma, William and Margaret left Wisconsin and explored several
locales looking for the perfect haven. First, they tried Minnesota where they lived about three years. From
there, with eight children, they wandered to Arkansas. Lydia, described that move to her children:
“We traveled by covered wagon, drawn by three horses to Arkansas where we built a log
cabin. On the move we carried a small barrel of meat on the back of our wagon and bought
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bread at five cents per loaf from settlers who lived along the road. Some of the roads we
traveled were made of planks which had been used as military roads during the Civil War
days.”4
Approximately three years later, now with nine children, they relocated to South Dakota where their tenth
child was born. In the 1900 Federal Census, the family was living in Parnell, South Dakota. Their three
eldest daughters, Lydia, Clara, and Sarah were working as servants in nearby Elkton. Lydia worked for a
family who had several young children. Clara and Sarah worked for a hotelkeeper. Perhaps, like the
Finkbeiners and Gaisers, they read in the Der Christliche Apologete advertisements proposing a German
community at a place called Paradise Flats in Washington State. Doubtless, they waited until their crops
were harvested and sold before traveling to Washington. Bringing their three daughters back home, they
packed personal belongings, and collected household goods, and farm machinery. When all was ready, the
family boarded a comfortable railroad car. Three days later, their son Henry set out traveling in a boxcar
containing the family goods and machinery, as well as two horses and two cows.5 This means of moving
farm families and their belongings to the west was common after 1884. The “immigrant trains” much like
the wagon trains of the past carried the travelers, their household goods, farm machinery, and livestock at
a reduced fare.6

Oldenburg family 1927
William
Laura
Dilling

Walter

Sadie
Janosky
Margaretha
Petri

Arthur

Lydia
Finkbeiner
Clair
Gaiser

Wilhelm
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Henry

Selma
Phillips
Harold
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Chester Finkbeiner described the Oldenburg’s reaction to Eastern Washington’s desert land. When the train
stopped in Hatton, Washington, the family got off, two parents and nine children. They gathered around
and gazed out on a lonesome and unwelcoming scene. The panorama was barren with just a few scattered
farms carved out of the bunch grass and sagebrush. Then they started walking and approximately seven
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miles later arrived at a forlorn hut where they spent the night. The next day they continued the remaining
miles to Adam Buehler’s cabin. Here they lived until they built their home on their homestead land on
Paradise Flats.7 William (the father) took out an entry for S.W. ¼, Section 4, Township 14. Henry (age
twenty) took out an entry for S.W. ¼, Section 8, Township 14. Both homesteads are located on present day
Coyan Road.
Adam Buehler’s daughter, Ida Kludas, remembered that her father first built a small shack where they
cooked, and the family slept in a large tent. In this tent the Buehlers hosted each homesteader family. Ida
wrote,
“We all slept on the ground with a little straw for a bed and hanging up blankets to separate
the beds. Lumber was sent from Ritzville first. Later we had a lumber yard, furniture store
and a grocery store in Connell.”8
Ida and her sister Olga played hide-and-seek in the tall native prairie grasses. Without fences, wild horses
ran freely in herds of ten to fifteen, thundering across the Flats.9
William Oldenburg described the landscape in spring.
“In the spring as far as one could see, Paradise Flats was one mellow golden haze of
prairie, like some new and unspoiled morning of creation. No fences and only an
occasional homesteader’s shack of new pine boards dotting the far and fluid horizon.”
Sheepherders and their flocks also used the Flats. Oldenburg continued:
“Out of this silent and golden expanse in the early morning arose the image like the
shepherds of Galilee, of Pete Schlomer and his band of sheep and his Australian Shepherd
dogs. First came the faint tinkle of bells and then an alternating blat and bleat of ewe and
lamb. Then, as the sun triumphed over this haze of fog, there emerged the whole band. Out
of the silvered fog rose Peter, keeper of the sheep.”10
Some of the animal inhabitants were a nuisance. Coyotes roamed the prairie and sometimes preyed on the
homesteaders’ chickens. In spring, the children quietly watched the coyote pups at play around their den in
‘Coyote Coulee” on the Finkbeiner place. During the night, safely tucked in their beds, they listened to the
call of the “hunting prairie wolf.”11 Other residents in great numbers were rabbits. Settlers organized drives
to eradicate the Black Tail Jack Rabbits.
“A straight line of men stretched out for a distance of a mile and they marched forward
shooting all rabbits in front of them. “I recall on several occasions as many as two to three
thousand rabbits were killed in one drive.”12
Ground squirrels were another nuisance capable of destroying whole fields of wheat. To eradicate them, a
five-or-ten-pound lard bucket was filled with wheat and then soaked in water and strychnine. With a spoon
no longer used in the kitchen, the poisonous mixture was dropped along the edge of the fields. Chester’s
father encouraged his boys to trap the squirrels and paid them a penny each.13 Badgers, sage hens, and
hawks also lived on the flats and rattlesnakes infested the rocky cliffs at the edge of the Flats.14
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Paradise Center German Methodist Episcopal Church
It is unclear when the Finkbeiners became associated with the German Methodist movement. In America,
three Gaiser sisters used the services of the Methodist Emigrant House in Bremen to arrange tickets for a
brother and sister sailing to America. In Graham, Missouri, a document records that Johannes Finkbeiner
served as Sunday school superintendent at the German Methodist church. His brother, Johann Georg, and
family may also have attended but no record of it exists for them. Johannes and his family remained in
Missouri but Johann Georg and the Gaisers moved on to Nebraska in 1885. The question of their connection
to the German Methodist movement is complicated by the fact that Johann and Rosine’s son Jakob (Ben)
born on 26 January 1887 was christened 29 March at the Evangelical Salem (Lutheran) church of Steinauer,
Nebraska.1 Further, two years after Johann Georg’s death (1891), his widow Rosine married Ferdinand
Zivansky at a Congregational church.2 This location may have been in order to have a ceremony in a
language both were learning rather than in a German or Czech congregation.
Arriving at Paradise Flats in February 1900, the Finkbeiners were one of the first families to settle there
and likely the first Methodist family. Adam Buehler, a German Methodist minister, had built a tiny shack
at an earlier time but was not occupying it when the Finkbeiners arrived. As other Methodist families
arrived, they took turns holding church services in the various houses or sheds and afterwards sharing a
meal together.3 Later, when the Buehlers arrived to take residency of their shack, Adam constructed a
separate building on his land that served temporarily as a church and later as their chicken coop.4
Arnold Finkbeiner suggested that his father, John, was one of the first to propose forming a congregation.5
The beginnings of the German Methodist Church took place 11 January 1901, when twenty people signed
the Articles of Incorporation. The signers were:
Adam Buehler
William Oldenburg
R.W. Buehler
L.H. Buehler
J.W. Beckley
Milton Buehler
Alfred Frischknecht

Bertha Frischknecht
F. [Frank] Freye
Henry Oldenburg
Elmer Buehler
Laura Oldenburg
William Mittelstaedt
Ben Wirth

The signers named their corporation, “First German Methodist
Episcopal Church of Paradise Center Franklin County,
Washington.”6 Their next meeting was held 23 January 1901
at the Buehler home for the “effecting an organization of said
corporation, the adoption of by-laws and the election of
officers by ballot.” William Oldenburg was elected President;
Ben Wirth Vice-President; Alfred Frischknecht Secretary;
Wilhelm Mittlelstaedt Treasure; Ben Wirth Trustee; Alfred
Frischknecht Trustee; Wilhelm Mittelstaedt Trustee; and John
Finkbeiner Trustee.7 The first pastor of the congregation was
Rev. J.W. Beckley, also a homesteader.8
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Hattie Beckley
Rosine Finkbeiner
Margarethe Oldenburg
John Finkbeiner
John Schlomer
Mary Finkbeiner

German Methodist Church, Paradise Flats.
Courtesy of the Connell Heritage Museum.

While Laura Oldenburg signed the Articles of
Corporation, her three older sisters did not. Lydia and
the twins, Clara and Sarah, may have been working in
Spokane at the time. Lydia’s son Chester, wrote that
his mother worked as a maid in a Spokane hotel but
became so homesick that she returned home after a
couple of weeks.9
The first community building built by the settlers
(1901) was the Paradise Schoolhouse one mile west
Paradise schoolhouse and teacher’s cottage.
of the Finkbeiner homestead. For a time, Sunday
Courtesy
of Franklin County Historical Society.
worship was held here. The teacher’s desk served as a
pulpit. The women and children sat on the recitation
seat and the school desks served as tight pews for the men.10 Later,
the Methodists constructed a church building northwest of the
Finkbeiner homestead on an acre of land donated by homesteader
Frank Freye.11 One of the builders of the church was Henry
Oldenburg, son of William and Margarethe.12
The German Lutherans on Paradise Flats took turns worshipping
together in their homes and later at the Paradise Schoolhouse. They
organized their congregation in 1905 with six members: August
Dettmann, Georg Krug, Christian Jaeger, Jacob Dilling, and his two
grown sons Georg, and Otto.”13 The Gideon Lutheran German
Church dedicated their church building on 30 April 1916. From its
founding and for many years, it was a joint congregation including
a group from Lind. In 1952 the Paradise Flats congregation moved
to their new church building in Connell.14

Gideon Lutheran German Church,
Paradise Flats.
Courtesy of Melvin Finkbeiner.

Arrival of Family and Friends
The years 1900 and 1901 witnessed a rapid influx of settlers to the region around Connell so that by the
end of 1901 most of the land around the settlement was held by farmers. Seeking better opportunities, these
early pioneers had been attracted to the area through railroad ads, incentives provided by the railroad, and
encouragement of established friends and family, including two German Methodist ministers, Rev. Adam
Buehler, and Rev. Henry Rudolf Fiegenbaum. Among the first to arrive was Rosine Gaiser Finkbeiner and
her four children: John, Mary, Ben, and Anna. Shortly, three of Rosine’s siblings also appeared: Louise,
Franziska, and John with their families, as well as their mother matron Rosine Gaiser. Louise and her
husband William Panhorst settled in the town of Connell where he set up shop as a harness maker. Franziska
and her husband Herman Kludas settled on Paradise Flats where they farmed the homestead of matron
Rosine. John Gaiser with his wife Gertrude and their family, took out a homestead in 1902 at Paradise
Flats.1 Their brother Ludwig had already been pastoring the German Methodist Church at Ritzville. Only
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one sibling remained in Nebraska, Frederika, with her husband Jacob Braun. They had established a
successful farm which eventually spanned two hundred and forty-eight acres, and was noted for orchards
and gardens. It was a farm flush with flowers, corn fields for the pigs, vegetables, beehives, fruit trees, and
nut trees. Jacob wrote in an article for the Black Forest Newspaper, “I don’t want to brag but my wish came
true to own a big farm.”2 Jacob and Frederika continued to live on their farm in Nebraska. They had seven
children, Rosa born 1884, Infant 1885, Anna 1888, Louise 1890, Francis 1891, Fredrick 1895, and Clara
1897. Frederika passed away on 2 March 1931 and Jacob on 5 December 1945. They are buried at Mount
Pleasant Cemetery, Burchard, Pawnee County, Nebraska.
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Finkbeiner (F) and Gaiser (G) families,
About 1906 or 1907.
Courtesy of Melvin Finkbeiner.
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Two cousins from the next generation, Matthew Gaiser and Ben Wirth, also arrived and settled in the area.
Matthew, born 1880 had immigrated to America with his mother Louise Gaiser (Panhorst) in 1883. In the
1900 U.S. Federal Census Matthew was living, in the Connell, region with the Wiltfong family and working
as a farm laborer. He married Clara Oldenburg, on 7 May 1902, at the Connell Methodist Episcopal
Church.3 He entered the mercantile business with Joe Janosky. In 1906 Joe became Matthew’s brother-inlaw, when he married Sarah (Sadie) Oldenburg.
Ben Wirth was the second child of Andreas and Catherine Gaiser Würth4 who remained in Germany. Ben
was born, on 19 November 1875, in Württemberg, Germany.5 Like many young boys from impoverished
families, he worked away from home, in Ben’s case at a sawmill. His mother didn’t want him in the army,
so at age sixteen before he was eligible for the draft, she urged him to emigrate to America and even helped
him pack his trunk. He crossed the Atlantic as a passenger in steerage and was not allowed on deck during
the two weeks crossing. In America, he first lived in Nebraska, likely with one of his aunts and uncles.6
Ben arrived at Paradise Flats sometime before 23 January 1901, the day he was elected as one of the trustees
of the German Methodist Episcopal Church of Paradise Center. Besides homesteading Ben also purchased
railroad land on Paradise Flats and in 1902, at age twenty-eight, he married Martha Mittelstaedt.7 To this
day the Wirth families still treasure the trunk that accompanied Ben to America.
Other Nebraskans who settled in the Connell area and were friends of the Finkbeiners and Gaisers included
the Janoskys, the Oldses, and the Havlinas (Czech). Others with German roots who played a part in the
Finkbeiner story were the Mittelstaedts from Chicago, John Schlomer, who had lived at several locations
in the United States, and the Frischknechts and Oldenburgs from South Dakota.8 Gertrude Gaiser mentioned
in a letter that her brother-in-law Rev. Lüdwig Gaiser, living in Ritzville invited many land seekers to have
a meal with Gertrude and her husband John Gaiser who lived in Hatton. Two of the before mentioned
families who enjoyed their hospitality while resting their horses were the Frischknechts and the Janoskys.9

Wedding of John Finkbeiner and Lydia Oldenburg
The Paradise Flats German Methodist Church was a vibrant community, a place of sharing meals in homes,
a community of mutual help in various seasonal activities, a space where they shared joys and sorrows, and
where sometimes the young fell in love. What follows is John and Lydia’s wedding day story as written by
their son Chester.1
“My father had built a small house on his one hundred sixty acres. It consisted of a kitchen,
living room and one bedroom. Later he built another bedroom and closet onto the house.
My mother spent weeks before the wedding day cleaning her new home-to-be and adding
the necessary feminine touches she desired. She quilted comforters for the bed and braided
rugs for the floor and made many dresser covers. She assisted her husband-to-be in adding
paint here and there and by the time the wedding date approached the house was as nice
as any frontier house could be. The wedding was held on the evening of July 1st, 1901, in
my mother’s parents’ home.
My father’s two cousins, Ben Wirth and Matthew Gaiser, had come for the wedding. My
father had not seen them for some time and was very delighted that they had come for the
wedding celebration. Father chose Matthew to be the Best Man and mother chose her sister
Clara to be her Bridesmaid. Clara later married Matthew. Reverend Lüdwig Gaiser,
John’s uncle performed the marriage ceremony.
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Following the wedding service my father went to his new bride and said, ‘Lydia, I haven’t
seen my cousins for such a long time. Why don’t you go home with your sisters and sleep
tonight and I can spend the night with Ben and Matthew?’ My mother has told this story
many times and she said she was never so angry with my father in all their married life as
she was on that night. Anyway, that is exactly what happened. Mother spent her wedding
night with her sisters and Father went off with the boys.
The next morning my father hitched the horses to the wagon and started across the prairie
with his new bride. It was a two-mile ride and my
mother says that she was so upset that she
refused to speak the entire distance. When they
arrived at their home, Father took care of the
team while Mother went into the house. Father
came into the house later and led Mother into the
bedroom and together they sat on the bed while
Father proceeded to take charge of the situation
by saying, ‘Lydia, we just are not going to start
out life together this way. Please forgive me.’
John and Lydia had their little differences but
they had a deep faith in God and took their
troubles to Him in Prayer and this is the way they
raised seven sons and one daughter.”
John & Lydia wedding, 1 July 1901.

Arnold, the second son of John and Lydia, adds more
Courtesy of Melvin Finkbeiner.
drama. It was Ben and Matthew who requested John
spend the night at Ben’s homestead shack. Arnold wrote, “You may be sure most of the wedding guests
felt sorry for the young bride.” After John and Lydia sorted things out, they honeymooned in Ritzville.2
Together, John and Lydia met the challenges of marriage. They worked together to bring prosperity to their
land. They followed the seasons, harvesting the wheat in the heat of summer. Autumn found them planting
winter wheat and preserving food for the coming winter months. Then in the spring, as the earth warmed
and was nourished by the gentle rain, they planted seeds in their garden and fruit trees to adorn their
homestead, their very own land. John and Lydia had eight children:
Raymond Reinhold, born 14 April 1902, married Emmy Schwarzenbach.
Arnold John, 28 September 1904, married Ella Hessel.
Esther Lydia, 3 April 1906, died 19 August 1926.
Chester, 20 July 1907, married Marguerite (Bobby) Mowry, after Bobby’s death he married Opal
Hansen, and several years after Opal’s death he married, Ruby Murray.
John William, 5 January 1911, married Olive Gregory.
Clarence Lester, 18 May1915, married Louise Pease.
Roland Winfred, 28 December 1917, married Roberta Marti.
Melvin Matthew, 2 January 1922, married Eleanor Pease.
John Finkbeiner’s advice to his sons was: “Marry a German girl and you will have no trouble.” 3 Only the
first two sons followed his advice.
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Mary Finkbeiner and Johann Hennings Schlomer
Mary Finkbeiner, daughter of Johann Georg and Rosine Finkbeiner, arrived with her family at Paradise
Flats one month before her sixteenth birthday. John Hemmings Schlomer was born 3 November 1870 in
Schleswig-Holstein1 in northernmost Germany. At sixteen, John and his close friend, Peter Bornholdt,
immigrated to America and lived with John’s half-cousins, Hans and Fred
Hansen, in Fremont, Nebraska.2 John left Nebraska, wandering through
several states before landing in Washington. He stopped in Utah where he
learned the butcher trade, and then traveled on to San Francisco where he
worked as a butcher. Having a keen desire to own land, he moved to Artois,
California. He found nothing available there and worked as a farm laborer
until he learned of land opportunities in Washington State.3 His first land
purchase was at Fishhook Ferry on the Snake River. He later sold it to
purchase sheep that he initially ran on free-range land near Connell4 John
was one of twenty people who, on 11 January 1901, signed the Articles of
Incorporation that launched the German Methodist Church on Paradise
Flats.
Mary Finkbeiner and John Schlomer were married 21 March 1902. For
about a month they lived at John’s sheep ranch. After that, John and Mary,
accompanied by his brother Peter and the sheepherder Flanagan, aimed to
move the flock to Entiat. It was a large flock numbering between 1800 and
2500. By early May, they reached Moses Lake. About twenty-four
Wenatchee Indians had followed the herd throughout the day of their
Mary Finkbeiner. Courtesy of
arrival. After the tents were pitched, John walked back five-hundred feet to
Melvin Finkbeiner.
where the Indians had also pitched camp. John inquired about their
intentions, and one of the Indians
said, “Soon one of your sheep will get sick and die. We will eat it.
Maybe you give us some sheep.” John responded saying, “If I give
one, you want two, then three. I cannot give you sheep.” The Indian
said, “Hope tonight one die, two die, three die.” By morning, one of
the ewes had died giving birth. The Indians quickly skinned it and
screamed at the squaws to carry the meat while they carried the skin.
Several nights later, John and Mary’s covered wagon had
outdistanced the sheep. They were concerned that Peter and the
sheepherder might not find their camp. With the Indians still
trailing, John remained with the wagon while Mary, on her mare
Fanny, went in search of the men and the flock. Meanwhile six
squaws watched John cooking over the campfire. One said to him,
“White woman no good; Siwash squaw good. Get rid of white
woman. Take squaw. Squaw cook.” This upset the other squaws.
Unsupervised, their children explored the contents of the covered
wagon, finding candy and other things of interest to them.
Fortunately, Mary quickly found the men and upon their arrival
back at the camp the squaws and their children melted away.
Arriving at Entiat, they packed their supplies on horses and left the
wagon behind. They slowly began the climb into the mountains
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Mary & John Schlomer, 1902,
Courtesy Connell Heritage Museum.

above Leavenworth. One day near Chumstick Creek, Mary and Peter took the horses to water them.
Suddenly, they heard the dogs barking. They saw the dogs chasing a bear, which was coming straight
toward them. Both jumped on horses, Mary going one way and Peter the other. She raced to the tent to get
the gun. In the haste of dismounting to snatch it up, she tore all five fancy ruffles off her dress. By the time
she got back down the hill, the bear had escaped. In camp, Mary spent much of her time embroidering. On
one occasion, she heard bushes cracking and quickly fastened the tent closed, just finishing when the bear
circling the tent growled “woof” and ran off.5

Matron Rosine Settles at Paradise Flats

“Matron” Rosine Gaiser was the mother of nine children born in Germany. In the mid-1880’s, six of her
children immigrated to America. Over a decade later, at the age of sixty-nine, Rosine followed her family
to America and lived with them in Nebraska. After a five-year sojourn there she followed five of them to
Washington State.
“Matron” Rosine traveled to Ritzville, Washington, where she declared her intention (18 January 1901) to
become a United States citizen, thereby renouncing her allegiance to the Emperor of Germany. 1 She was
seventy-four years of age. Her son, Rev. Ludwig, accompanied her to the land office to assist her with the
paperwork, as she spoke little English. Ludwig paid the twenty-two dollars filing fee and she received her
homestead,2 the N.E. Quarter of Section 12 in Township 14, North Range 31. To fulfill the requirements
for a homestead,3 did this elderly lady singlehandedly build a 1214 home, string up the one-and-a-halfmile barbed-wire fence, cultivate some of her sagebrush homestead and live on it? Most likely she had help
from family living nearby.
Less than three months after occupying the homestead on 31 March 1901, Matron Rosine invited Jacob
Frischknecht and his seven-year-old son Alfred, to her home to act as witnesses to her will. She named her
son John Gaiser, as her executor. Rosine directed that, after her death, the property be sold, and her debts
and funeral expenses paid. She desired that her son John receive one hundred and fifty dollars out of her
estate, to cover his expenses traveling with her to America.4
Surprisingly, Rosine Gaiser made a second will a few months later. She traveled to Connell, on 13
November 1901, for this purpose. She met with her three witnesses: J.A. Zahlter, C. A. Joyce, W.G. Van
Valkenburgh, along with her newly arrived son-in-law, Herman Kludas, who acted as her interpreter.5
According to her new directions, once her land was sold and her debts and funeral expenses paid, her son
John be reimbursed fifty dollars for traveling with her to America, and her son Ludwig would receive
twenty-five dollars for her homestead entry fee which he had paid.6 That very winter Rosine became ill and
likely stayed in Hatton with John and his wife Gertrude.7 In the spring, Rosine returned to her homestead.
She passed away on 8 July 1902.8 Her two wills remained sealed and seemingly forgotten until 26 March
1906.9
When giving instructions for her will, matron Rosine listed her children, their ages, and where they were
currently living.
Katherina Wurth age 50, Baiersbronn
Matthew Gaiser age 49, Baiersbronn
Bernhardt Gaiser 47, Mittelthal
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Rosine Finkbeiner 44, Connell, Washington
Frederika Braun 43, Virginia, Nebraska
Louise Panhorst 41, Connell, Washington
Maria Finkbeiner 40, Baiersbronn
Ludwig Gaiser 38, Davenport, Washington
Frances Kludas 36, Connell, Washington
John Gaiser 33, Connell, Washington

News Briefs from Paradise Flats and Connell, 1902 - 1904
Meanwhile, everyday life continued at Paradise Flats, water was hauled, sagebrush was removed to make
way for a different crop, couples married, and babies were born. Day followed night. Each of the seasons
came in their course. Life did not stand still. The Kludas family continued to improve Matron Rosine’s
land.
Adam Buehler had the first well drilled on Paradise Flats. He welcomed
farmers to his farm to fill their water barrels, charging one dollar per
barrel.1
3 February 1902. The Northern Pacific Railway Company sold to John
and Lydia Finkbeiner the SW ¼ of Section 11.2
1903 John Finkbeiner had a well drilled3 down to 481 feet.4

Connell Statesman and News
Recorder, September 3, 1903.
Courtesy of Franklin County
Historical Museum.

17 September 1903. Connell Statesman and News-Recorder, Local
Affairs Section, Connell, Franklin County, Washington. “Mr. & Mrs.
J.G. Gaiser went to Pasco last week to make their home during the school
year. Mr. Gaiser having been elected principle of the Pasco schools.”
“At the German M.E. conference in Davenport, at his own request
Mr. Buehler was placed on the retired list of ministers.”

29 October 1903. Connell Statesman, Local Affairs Section. “Janosky &
Gaiser Sell Out.”
“A good-sized ripple was caused in commercial circles on Wednesday morning when the doors of
Janosky & Gaiser’s General Merchandise Store were closed, and the usual invoice sign displayed.”
19 November 1903. Connell Statesman, Local Affairs Section. “Now is the time to get married. Go to Adam
Buehler’s sale Friday, Nov 20, and buy a good range and house furniture.”
19 November 1903. Connell Statesman, Local Affairs Section. “A goodbye party for the Adam Buehler
family at their home on Wednesday night in anticipation of their removal to Seattle next week. About fifty
guests were present to offer expressions of regret for losing a fine family from our community, as well as
to tender their best wishes for success in their new location. Mr. Buehler intends to locate a business in
Seattle. There will be an auction sale of the Buehler’s household goods and farm implements on November
20, 5 miles NW of Connell.”
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26 November 1903. Connell Statesman, Local Affairs Section. “The Buehler Sale.” The Buehler sale of
last Friday attracted a large number of buyers from all parts of the country. J.M. Adams of Ritzville did the
selling, and Jos. Janosky acted as clerk. Lively bidding resulted for nearly everything and good prices
prevailed.”
“Mr. Buehler packed their personal effects on Saturday and on Tuesday left for their new home, in
Everett where Mr. Buehler will have charge of a church during the ensuing year. He retains his farming
interests here, and we understand that his ranch is not for sale.”
17 December 1903. Connell Statesman, Local Affairs Section. “Matthew Gaiser will move his family to
Sprague to take a position at the Sprague Mercantile about January 15.”
24 March 1904. Connell Statesman, Local Affairs Section. “Matthew Gaiser has accepted a clerkship with
the Campbell Mercantile Company.”
18 July 1904. Connell’s first destructive fire occurred Monday. As mentioned earlier in this story, the fire
began in the Dirstine Brother’s drug store, moved on to Younce’s butcher shop, and the Panhorst building.5
21 September 1904. Connell Statesman, Local Affairs Section. “Work on W.H. Panhorst’s new residence
in the burned district began Monday.”
“Mrs. Rose Finkbeiner held a sale Tuesday at the old Pioneer Hotel property at which many of the
furnishings of the old hostelry were disposed of. Col. J.M. Adams of Ritzville was the auctioneer.”
22 September 1904. Connell Statesman, Local Affairs Section. “Rev. Adam Buehler of Everett is here this
week looking after his farming interests. He has retired from the ministry and will probably engage in
business in Seattle.”

Land Patents
The purpose of the homestead law was to encourage the settlement of the west. The “entryman” signed the
Homestead Affidavit, promising his application to be honest and in good faith for the purpose of actual
settlement and cultivation, and not for the benefit of others or a corporation. The intent of the law was to
protect against corruption. Unfortunately, the act was framed so
ambiguously that it seemed to invite fraud. Much of the land went
to speculators, cattlemen, miners, lumbermen, and railroads.1
John Finkbeiner, then twenty-eight years of age, received a letter
instructing him on his right to make final proof at the Register and
Receiver land office in Walla Walla or at the U.S. Commissioner’s
office in Connell. If the proof were presented at the county office
or before a U.S. commissioner, it would be referred to special
agents who must present the proofs at Walla Walla as to the bona
fides of said proof and be accepted before the final certificate was
issued. If the special agent and the Walla Walla office could not
agree, the proof was forwarded to the General land office for
instructions.
John chose to present his proof before the Connell office. For six
consecutive weeks, from 17 March 1905 to 21 April l905, ‘Notice Public notice announcing final proof for
John Finkbeiner homestead document.
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for Publication’ was published in the Franklin County Register, announcing by the Department of the
Interior, Land Office that John Finkbeiner, a settler, had filed notice of his intention to make final proof in
support of his claim to S. E. ¼, Section 10, Township 14N. 31E. Range Willamette Meridian. Henry L.
King, the Commissioner at Connell, sent John a letter to summon him to appear before him on 29 April
1905 with his witnesses. A misunderstanding regarding John’s citizenship prevented him from appearing
that day but he did appear two days later. Testifying in support of him was his mother, Rosine, his fatherin-law, William Oldenburg, his cousin, Ben Wirth, and his uncle, William H. Panhorst.
Rosine and William were chosen by Henry L. King to give formal witness to John’s claim. The following
are the improvements John testified that he made to his quarter section. He established his residence on 12
March 1900. An L-shaped home, 10’ x 24’ x12’ x 18’, was constructed at a cost of three hundred dollars.
A barn and outbuildings were built at a cost of two hundred dollars. Two miles of barbed wire fence was
strung around the perimeter of his section at a cost of one hundred dollars. A well was drilled four hundred
and eighty-one feet deep with a windmill, pump, and a cistern added at the cost of two thousand dollars.
The total cost of improvements was two thousand six hundred dollars. The well alone accounted for more
than three-fourths of the total. The well is still in good operation twelve decades later.
In answer to the question, “How much of the land have you cultivated each season, and for how many
seasons have you raised crops?” John provided the following detail. In 1900, he plowed forty acres. In
1901, he had forty acres in crops and plowed one hundred and twenty acres. In 1902, he had one hundred
sixty acres in crops (the full quarter section). In 1903, all the land was in crops. In 1904, the land was left
in fallow, and 1905 saw all the land was in crops. He also planted an orchard of one hundred fifty fruit
trees.
In answer to the question, “Of whom does your family consist, and have you and your family resided
continuously on the land since first establishing residence?” John stated that his family consisted of his wife
and two children. They had resided on the land continuously since first establishing residence, except for a
temporary absence. This absence took place in the fall of 1900 while he was working in the harvest in a
different part of the region.
Rosine Finkbeiner’s date to apply for the government title of her homestead land was delayed because she
had not yet become a United States Citizen. The Homestead Law of 1862 provided that any adult citizen or
intended citizen could claim160 acres of surveyed government land. To receive the land patent, the adult
must be a citizen. Rosine became a U.S. citizen on 29 April 1905. Two days later, like her son she appeared
before Commissioner Henry L. King. Her witnesses to verify her improvements were John Finkbeiner and
William Oldenburg. Rosine stated that her improvements were a 1624 one-and-a-half story house,
costing three hundred dollars, a barn, and other outbuildings at two hundred and fifty dollars, two miles of
barbed wire fence at a cost of seventy dollars, a cistern at twenty-five dollars, and a dugout cellar at a cost
of twenty dollars. The total was six hundred and seventy dollars.
She testified that she was a widow living with two children. To make a livelihood for herself and her
children, she owned and operated a hotel for six months. During that period, she made frequent trips to the
homestead. She testified that her son [Ben] cultivated the land when she was away from home. Ben was
thirteen years old when they arrived at Paradise Flats. Both John and William testified that the children
cultivated the land. She stated that all one hundred sixty acres were in crop that year [1905].
Matron Rosine Gaiser, took out her homestead on 18 January 1901. In November of that year, her daughter
Frances (Franziska) and husband Herman Kludas arrived to work on the homestead. Eighteen months later,
Rosine died, on 8 July 1902, and the Kludases took on the operation and development of the farm. After
the five-year homestead development period was completed on 8 February 1906, Frances journeyed to the
Walla Walla General Land Office for the purpose of fulfilling her mother’s dream. Frances undertook the
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formalities to have the homestead patent read, “for the heirs of Rosine Gaiser”. She made an appointment
at the office to appear before Henry L. King, the U.S. Land Commissioner of Connell, with witnesses on
25 June 1906, to declare her residence and the cultivation of N.E. ¼ of Section 12, Township 14.2 Had
Frances any expectations as to the ease of the patent process, she would have been disappointed.
On 26 March of the same year, Frances’ brother John appeared at the Superior Court of the State of
Washington to petition that his mother’s will, dated 13 March 1901, be admitted to probate.3 About a month
later, on 12 April, John’s petition was rejected when Louise Panhorst stated before the court that the will,
dated 13 March 1901, was not her mother’s last will and testament. Further, she asserted that the two
witnesses of the first will were not qualified witnesses. (One of them, Alfred Frischknecht, was seven years
old at the time.)4 Rosine’s second will dated 18 November 1901, was admitted to probate on 24 April, with
William Panhorst acting as executor as requested by Rosine. It was also recorded that day that Frances had
recently made an application to the land office for her mother’s homestead patent.5
Frances, with her four witnesses, appeared on 25 June 1906, before Henry L. King U.S. Commissioner, at
his office in Connell. Joseph Janosky and John Marben were chosen to prove the Kludas’s residence and
cultivation of N.E. ¼ of Section 12. In her testimony, Frances stated that her mother had cultivated about
five acres of land. Since her mother’s death, she and her family had cultivated about seventy acres and
raised crops for two seasons. The rest of the land was rough and was used for pasture. Frances didn’t
mention that the railway traveled through the land. The entry was suspended on 3 July, pending evidence
of the naturalization of Frances’ husband, Herman. This was further complicated when it was learned that
the records in the county where Herman was naturalized had burned.6 This caused a two-month delay “for
the heirs of Rosine Gaiser”, to receive the land patent. The land office granted Frances’s request 20
September 1906. It was approved on 27 February 1907, and patented on 11 April 1907.7
As executor of Rosine’s will, William Panhorst was tasked by the court to give notice to any persons having
claims against Rosine Gaiser’s estate through the Franklin County Register. This notice was to be published
once a week, for four successive weeks. If anyone was to have a claim against the estate, they must present
themselves at court within one year from 7 May 1906.8 William Panhorst was back in court on 14 December
1907, to swear first that Frances Kludas had made final proof of the land and that she had received the
patent made out to “for the heirs of Rosine Gaiser”. Secondly, he had complied with all that had been asked
of him, and that he had been unable to locate any property other than the unperfected homestead entry. 9
William’s final day in court was 7 April 1908, where he stated that no claims were filed against the estate.
Panhorst was discharged as executor. He made no claims for his expenses against the estate.10

A Small Exodus
Over a two-year period, 1900 – 1901, Finkbeiners and Gaisers descended on the Connell area. Did this
setting, part of which was named (and advertised as) Paradise Flats, turn out to be just that, their little bit
of heaven? Some did remain and made a good living there, but a gradual erosion took most of them
elsewhere. This chapter is a collection of stories of the ones who departed. Some left in search of better
opportunities, or because of poor rainfall and failed crops or dust storms, or in search of new adventures.
Others perhaps restless, tried to find a paradise beyond Paradise Flats.
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Matthew and Clara Gaiser
First to depart was Matthew Gaiser. He had begun in and around Connell as a farm laborer, then became
part owner of the Janosky & Gaiser Store. After the store closed,1 he clerked for the Campbell Mercantile
Company.2 Sometime between 1904 and before 1907 Matthew and his family began an extended
peregrination that led them through several destinations. In the Walla Walla Valley he found work as a
clerk before becoming the owner/proprietor of Touchet Supply House.3 In Spirit Lake, Idaho he was a
merchant,4 then on to Spokane, Washington where he worked for a gas and oil company. 5 Returning to
Spirit Lake he owned a garage.6 The family’s final move was to Salem, Oregon where Matthew was the
manager of a hardware store.7 During these migrations Matthew and Clara raised five children: Althea born
1904, Lester 1907, Stella 1909, Muriel 1917, and Gerald 1920.8 Clara passed away 3 October 1969 and
Matthew 21 December 1975.9 Both Matthew and Clara are buried at Lee Mission Cemetery, Salem, Oregon.
Now I am going to tell you something interesting about Matthew and the search through seemingly
contradictory records. Tracking his history from age nineteen to the end of his life was easy using common
resources. Researching the beginning of his life was like a puzzle except none of the pieces seemed to fit
together until I finally found his christening record. It was the keystone that completed the puzzle of
Matthew’s origin. Who were Matthews parents? Who was his mother? The first record of him, in America,
is the 1885 Nebraska State Census where he is listed as living with Herman Kludas and Frances Kludas. 10
Census lists persons in terms of their relationship to the head of the household. Matthew is listed as a
“nephew” (of Herman). Is Matthew erroneously listed as nephew when he was possibly the son of Frances?
Comparing this with the next bit of evidence raises the possibility that Frances may have been the mother
of the young child. This conjecture springs from comparison with an earlier document recording the 1884
arrival of Franziska (Frances) Gaiser in America. The ship’s manifest listed “Franziska” (age 20) after the
entry for Johann Georg (John) Gaiser (16). She is listed as “wife,”11 which she certainly was not: Frances
was John’s older sister. The manifest contains no record of Matthew (then age three). Did the recording
officer see a man and woman together and assume that they were married? Could he have overlooked the
toddler, Matthew? It is possible he did.
Further confusion appears in the 1900 U.S. Federal Census which lists two Matthews. The record in Gage
County, Nebraska lists a Matthew Panhorst, living with Wilhelm Panhorst and his wife Louise Gaiser
Panhorst. The record in Franklin County, Washington, lists a Matthew Gaiser, working as a laborer. Both
“Matthews” are recorded as born in Germany, both are nineteen and both share the same birth month, and
year, July 1880. Are they two separate Matthews, one with the surname Panhorst and the other Gaiser? Was
Wilhelm married, had a son, and widowed before marrying Louise? Or were the two Matthews one and the
same?
The pieces fit together when the author found the document “Lutheran Baptisms for Württemberg,
Germany.” Matthew was born at Baiersbronn, Württemberg, on 17 July 1880 and christened the following
day. Louise Gaiser was Matthew’s mother. His father’s surname was “Speer.” Matthew is recorded as
‘Unehelich’, which translates to “born out of wedlock.”12 Louise was his mother not Franziska.
The young Matthew may have gone by the surname Panhorst as the 1900 census in Nebraska, 2 June 1900
states. Perhaps during the interval between the 2nd and 20th of June, Matthew moved to Washington. When
the census was taken in Franklin County (20 June), he gave his surname as Gaiser, reflecting his mother’s
maiden name, rather than his stepfather’s surname.
John and Gertrude Gaiser
The departure of John and Gertrude Gaiser, from Paradise Flats took place sometime after 21 January 1907,
when he made final proof for his homestead. Several years earlier John, was the schoolteacher in Hatton,
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Washington.13 While still teaching there, in December 1901, he applied
for a homestead, and received the SW ¼ of Section 10.14 John,
continued in his teaching position at Hatton, until early May of the
following year when the family moved to their homestead. While
improving his land John was elected principle of the Pasco Schools. He
moved to Pasco to better facilitate his responsibilities in the fall of
1903.15 Less than a year later he was elected to the position of County
Superintendent. One of the responsibilities of this position was giving
eighth grade examinations at the various schools in Franklin County.16
During these two years his family continued to live on and improve
their homestead. John also worked the land when he could and his
family at times lived with him in Pasco. He stated in his Homestead
Proof testimony, that he was not absent from the homestead more than
Anna Finkbeiner. Ca. 1910.
four months during his tenure as superintendent.17 He then added that
Courtesy of Franklin County
he had accepted a teaching position as a High School English teacher
Historical Museum.
at Tacoma, Washington18 at the beginning of the school year in 1906.
He testified that during the past three and a half months he had gone back and forth from Tacoma to
Connell.19
What means of transportation did John use to travel to Pasco and later Tacoma? More than likely the train.
It was easier and quicker than a buggy or a horse. In 1905 there were fewer than one thousand miles of state
roads in Washington, and these were mostly in the cities. The roads were unpaved outside the cities.20
John lost his High School teaching position, in Tacoma, around the time the U.S. entered WWI. The family
moved to the Yakima Valley where they developed a fruit farm.21 John eventually did return to teaching
school.22 John and Gertrude had six children: John Lessing born 1899, Frederick 1903, George 1907, Mary
1909, Ruth 1915, and Ward 1917.23 John passed away on 11 May 1943.24 Gertrude passed away on 2
December 1958.25
Rosine and Anna Finkbeiner
Rosine Finkbeiner, was the third to leave upon her marriage to Alexander McMillan, 14 October 1908, at
the Pasco Methodist Church.26 They made their home in Lind, Washington. Two weeks before the wedding
Rosine held a public auction at her homestead. No longer did she need the farm machinery or her animals.
Items sold at the auction included nine good work horses, one good
saddle horse, one Hereford cow, one four-section harrow, one top buggy,
one four-hundred-and-fifty-gallon, galvanized iron tank, one gang plow,
one sulky plow, one walking plow and four dozen chickens.27 Anna,
Rosine’s fifteen-year-old daughter by a previous marriage, continued to
live with her.
Later Anna graduated from nursing school at the Deaconess Hospital
School of Nursing in Spokane.28 In 1916, she married Robert F. Garrison
who was born and raised in Houlton, Maine.29 World War I changed the
lives of the new couple. The war had begun in faraway Europe in 1914.
It was no longer a war Americans only read about when the U.S. joined
the allies, 6 April 1917. It became personal for Robert and Anna when
he was drafted and sent to Europe. He served in the Motor Truck
Company 416.30 After the war ended, on 11 November 1918, Robert and
Anna settled in the Portland area where he worked as salesman and Anna
as a nurse.31 Several years later Robert became vice-president of Malcom
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Rosine Finkbeiner.
Courtesy of Melvin Finkbeiner.

Rubber Company.32 They had no children. Anna’s hobby was collecting antique clocks; she owned as many
as three-hundred of them.33 Anna passed away, on 12 August 1972, and, Robert 7 August 1973. Both are
buried at the Willamette National Cemetery in Portland, Oregon.34
Herman and Franziska (Gaiser) Kludas
Next to leave the Paradise Flats area were Herman and Franziska (Frances) Kludas. They had been farming
her late mother’s homestead and were doing so at the time of the 1910 U.S. Federal Census. At some point
afterwards they moved to Spokane where Herman began work as a salesman for a fuel company.35 Several
years later they moved to Grandview, Washington, where their daughter Frances lived with her husband,
William Higgins.36 Franziska passed away, on 17 July 1934,37 and Herman, 5 February 1937.38 They are
buried in Grandview Cemetery.39 Herman and Frances had seven children. Their first child passed away
without a name.40 John was born 1885, Frederick 1887, Herman 1889, Louis 1891, Frances 1892, Carl
1895.41
William and Louise (Gaiser) Panhorst
Sometime after 191042 William and Louise Panhorst with their younger children Anna and Gustavus, left
Connell for Walla Walla.43 As a harness maker William must have noticed the coming transition from
horse-drawn to mechanized farm machinery. Fewer and fewer farmers were needing their harnesses
repaired or ordering new ones. He might have concluded that Walla Walla with its larger population had a
greater demand for his craft. Another draw may have been that their daughter Rosa and her husband William
Young lived in Walla Walla. William passed away at his home the last part of June 1916.44 Louise with
Anna and Gustavus continued to live in Walla Walla where Anna worked as a bookkeeper and Gustavus as
a stenographer.45 The family eventually moved to Portland, Oregon. Louise passed away on 1 January
1943.46 She is buried beside her husband in the Mountain View Cemetery, at Walla Walla. 47 Matthew is
Louise’s child born 1880. William and Louise together had three children: Rosa born 1888,48 Anna 1889,
and Gustavus born 1894.49
John and Mary (Finkbeiner) Schlomer
Sometime after 1919 John and Mary Finkbeiner Schlomer left Paradise Flats. Mary and John were married,
on 21 May 1902. Except when trailing sheep in the mountains they lived at John’s sheep ranch headquarters,
in Section 1 of the township,50 two miles or so from John Finkbeiner’s ranch in Section 10. Here John built
large barns for wintering his sheep. Each structure could hold thousands of sheep.51 Adding to their holdings
in 1911 they purchased what had previously been John Gaiser’s homestead and a short time later they
purchased the Buehler farm. They lived in the Gaiser house at first before moving to the Buehler house
several years later.52 John built a grain elevator, for his thriving
wheat ranch at a siding along the Northern Pacific Railbed in
Adams County.53 Over the next couple of years, the Schlomers
increased their land holdings west of Connell until they owned
thirty-five sections including one across the Columbia River from
the Hanford Ferry.54 John was elected County Commissioner for
Franklin County around the time the county court house was built
in Pasco in 1912. He was influential in the design of the glass
dome for the courthouse suggesting that the names of the towns
of Franklin County be inscribed in it.55
Weary of Paradise Flats dust storms and hoping to spend more
time with his family John made a change. After twenty-one years
in the sheep business, he sold his stock and rented his extensive
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range land and wheat land. He then purchased a section near Benge in Whitman County, between Spokane
and Pullman. Adding even more land, he developed it into a large wheat and cattle ranch. 56 Wanting their
children to have the best possible education the Schlomer’s moved to Spokane in 1925. John passed away
at the age of sixty on 10 May 1931.57 Mary took over the management of their business affairs. She
continued to reside in their home at South 1415 Grand Boulevard in Spokane. By 1956 she was working as
vice-president at her son Harm’s Inland Empire Insurance Company.58 Mary passed away on 8 January
1962.59 Both John and Mary are buried at the Connell Mountainview Cemetery. They had four children:
John Bernhardt born 1903 (lived eight days), Marie Rosina 1906, Harm Henry 1911, and John George
1914.60
Ben and Clara Finkbeiner
Another couple who eventually left Paradise Flats were Jakob Bernhardt (Ben) and Clara Finkbeiner. Ben
was the son of Rosine and the brother of John, Mary and Anna. He married Clara Krug, 22 October 1908,61
at her parental home. The same day and just before the wedding ceremony Ben was confirmed into the
Gideon Lutheran Church at Paradise Flats. (This was one week after his mother married Alexander
McMillan.) Clara had come west from Calumet, Fond du lac County, Wisconsin, with her father George
and her stepmother Maria Dilling.62
Ben was a wheat farmer and rented a farm in the Connell
area. Most likely it was his mother’s homestead since Ben
and his family appear in the 1910 census list ahead of the
entry of his brother John and family.63 By the 1920 census
Ben and family had purchased a farm near Billington, Adams
County, five miles east of Othello.64 In 1927, Ben was the
foreman for a road built between Hatton and Cunningham.65
In 1939, he ran as a candidate for the Othello School
District.66 Ben and Clara had six children: Edna born 1901,
Ben & Clara Finkbeiner.
Viola 1911, Ruth Lillie 1914 (died when one-and-a-half),
George 1915, Clayton 1920, and Irene 1923. Clara passed away on 18 November 1944, at the age of fiftyfive from an embolism following surgery.67 Ben passed away on 6 December 1954.68 Both Ben and Clara
are buried at the Gideon Lutheran Church cemetery at Paradise Flats. The church building originally at the
site is no longer standing.
Those who remained
Four Gaiser cousins and their families remained on either Paradise Flats or at Connell, all grandchildren of
“Matron” Rosine Gaiser. John Finkbeiner (son of Rosine Gaiser Finkbeiner), Ben and Ernst Wirth (sons of
Katherina Gaiser Wirth), and John Kludas (son of Franziska Gaiser Kludas). Ernst Wirth was born in 1891
and arrived in America 7 October 1912. He married Hedwig Traglio, daughter of Rev. Traglio who pastored
for a time at the Paradise Flats German Methodist Church. John Kludas was the manager of the Connell
wheat warehouse and later owned his own business as a wheat buyer and seller. He married Caroline
Younce, a local Connell girl, whose father owned the meat market.
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Rosine’s Third Marriage

Rosine Finkbeiner’s son John, commented on his mother’s marriages in a letter to his son, Chester, dated 5
December 1934.
“My mother married a man the first time and she did
not like him. She always said her mother and father
wanted it that way and the second one she always said
we children wanted her to and the third one she loved
with all her heart and said she would marry him at all
cost and he killed her…”1
Rosine married Alexander McMillan on 14 October 1908.2 She
purchased their home at Lind, Washington, and furnished it at
her own expense. It was located in S.L. Van Marter’s First
Rosine McMillan house in Lind.
Courtesy of Melvin Finkbeiner.
Addition, Block 8, Lots
11 and 12, on the east
side of St. Clair Ave., just south of the Northern Pacific Railroad. 3
Five years later, Rosine had a moment of déjà vu as she walked, with
determined step into the Adams County Court House in Ritzville on
7 October 1913. She had a story to tell, and she wanted justice. She
stated that about 8 September 1909, she had loaned Alexander fivehundred dollars which he used to purchase a well-drilling outfit. He
had not yet paid back the loan. She asked the court that Alexander be
restrained from selling or mortgaging the equipment, as she knew he
would sell or mortgage it and then she would lose her claim to the
property. She told the judge that Alexander had become a habitual
drunkard and for more than the past two years he had failed,
neglected, and refused to support her. When he was intoxicated, he
was quarrelsome and troublesome. He carried a loaded revolver, and
she was afraid he would injure her. She requested a restraining order
forbidding Alexander from visiting her at any time or place. Rosine
stated that in her own right and in her own name she owned four
pieces of property in Franklin County, as well as property in Adams
County. She, then, demonstrated that Alexander had been an
Rosine lots in Lind, Washington.
unfaithful husband, giving the court a letter that Alexander had
Courtesy of Adams County
addressed on 11 August 1913, to Mrs. A. Battle, a resident of Lind.
Courthouse.
It read:
“Dear Friend, I want to have a long talk with you. Will you meet me where? I can meet
you anywhere any time that suites you. Please let me know as soon as possible. Write to
me here. Box 664, Lind, Washington. Sign A.B. and I will know who it is from. I wish you
could take a trip to Spokane or some other place soon. Can’t you make some excuse to get
away for one day or so. Please answer. Your friend, A. McMillan.”4
Lastly, Rosine asked for a divorce.
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McMillan was served the summons papers four days later. A. C. Jansen, Sheriff of Adams County, delivered
the summons to Alexander, on 18 October 1913. More than twenty days passed, and Alexander chose not
to appear at court. On,10 November 1913, the court decreed that Alexander McMillan was in default.
Rosine was granted a restraining order, as well as a divorce. The court ordered that Alexander owed Rosine
the five-hundred dollars plus six percent per annum from 8 September 1909. The court also decreed a lien
against his personal property, as well as the well-drilling equipment.
Sheriff Jansen explains the rest of the story best in a letter he wrote to Henry Drum, Superintendent at Walla
Walla, Washington State Penitentiary.
“A few years ago, he [Alexander] married a widow [Rosine] at Pasco and lived with her
for a while; they afterwards came to Lind where she bought a house and lot out of her own
property. McMillan was a well-driller, by trade and sometimes made good money at other
times was about broke. He drank considerable and was somewhat shiftless. His wife used
some of her money in buying him a well-drilling outfit. Later she sued him for a divorce,
which he did not resist, and got a decree setting over the house and lot in Lind to her and
fixing a lien upon his well-drilling outfit for the balance of the purchase price. He was slow
in paying her the amount the court decided he should pay and she employed an attorney to
hurry up the collection. The attorneys name is F.E. Allisen, of Lind, Washington. It appears
the attorney wrote McMillan, who was then at Ephrata, Washington, that the money would
have to be paid very soon or they would proceed to take the outfit. This angered McMillan,
who came down from Ephrata to Lind on a night train, armed with a high power magazine
rifle, he went to his former wife’s property about midnight; he removed his coat on the
outside and left it in a bunch of flowers; took a chair that was in the yard and placed it at
a window of the kitchen,; removed the screen and crawled through the opening since the
sash was already up; then removed his shoes in the kitchen, walked through the kitchen
and the dining room and entered the bedroom of his former wife, Rosina McMillan. There
was no light in the room and McMillan struck a match. According to the testimony of his
wife, she did not wake until the match was struck and then she saw McMillan standing with
a gun in his hands, pointing towards her head; that she screamed and immediately got up,
throwing her hands out and knocked the gun from his hands; that the match went out and
they struggled in the room for a little time: that he had her down on the floor; that finally
she got away from him and went to the window, kicked out the screen and crawled through.
She then went to a neighbor’s house. She said also that he had her by the hair while she
was trying to get out of the window and tried to pull her back into the house. When I saw
Mrs. McMillan, her arm was broken and she was in a highly nervous condition. She was
taken to the Deaconess Hospital in Spokane, and in the course of a couple of months, died.
The physicians who waited on her wrote me that the cause of death was an embolism.5
The train carried Rosine’s body to Connell. Chester recalled that the Ben Finkbeiners, Ben Wirths, the John
Schlomers, as well as his parents went into town in their buggies to meet the train. Rosine’s body lay in an
open casket several days in Sohm’s Furniture Store.6 She is buried at Mountainview Cemetery in Connell.
At the time of Rosine’s death on 23 August 1914, her son, John, was thirty-eight years old, Mary twentynine, Jacob Bernhardt, twenty-seven, and Anna was twenty-one.
While the adults were looking after arrangements for Rosine’s body, her grandchildren busied themselves
in a different way. Chester wrote, “we children stayed home.” He recalled that during their absence he and
his siblings had a lot of fun taking brown sugar and wrapping it into a small cloth and then sucking the
sugar through the cloth. They named their indulgence; “sugar tits.”7
What became of Alexander McMillan? Sheriff Jansen’s account continues,
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I went with the officers to see McMillan, whom we found lying on a cot in the dining room.
It appears that after his wife escaped him, he decided to shoot himself, which resulted in
the wound which I suppose will be slow in healing, if it ever heals. There were no eyewitnesses for the prosecution after Mrs. McMillan died and I learned that McMillan would
plead guilty to burglary in the first degree and that he would not plead guilty to assault
with intent to kill.”8
Alexander McMillan was prosecuted for burglary in the first degree. The judgment was internment at Walla
Walla State Penitentiary for not less than five years and not more than seven years of hard labor. Because
of paralysis caused by a gunshot wound to the head he was continually in the prison hospital until his death,
on 6 May 1915.
When entering prison McMillan gave the name of his daughter, Janette Malseed, to the recorder. Upon his
death the Superintendent of the prison contacted the telegraph office for her address. Janette, one of seven
children from two previous marriages of Alexander’s, was the only one who kept in contact with him over
the years. She penned a lengthy letter to Henry Durm, Superintendent of the prison. After her mother passed
away her father married a woman who was abusive to his children. On introduction to Alexander’s children
the woman noticed ten-year-old Janette had a small scar on her cheek caused by a dog bite, a scar so small
that no one noticed it. The stepmother turned to Alexander and said, “You didn’t tell me you had a
disfigured brat, either she goes or I go.” Janette was just past ten. “Well, my father didn’t have any rest
until he got rid of my sister, my brother, and me. I have not seen anyone since the night I was 11 years old
when Mother gave me my clothes and told me to go drown myself as she could not stand the sight of me.”
Malseed concluded the letter,
“I would like to have a little trinket of his. He was both a mason and an odd fellow. He did
wear a three-link pin and a masonic charm emblem. Did you find either? “I wish I had the
money to take him out of your accursed grave yard and give him a decent resting place
beside my own dear mother. We have buried two of our own children and are down and
out ourselves. Will you mark his grave and when I am able to do so I will have him moved.
Take a dollar out of the $32.00 and get a bunch of white roses for me and take them and
lay them on his grave. Mrs. J.P. Malseed.”9

World War I
For decades, German immigrants in America had been viewed with respect and as people who integrated
well into society. They had become numerous: by 1910, nine percent of the American population was
German-born or of German parentage.1 In some cities, the German population ran as high as thirty-five
percent. They owned forty percent of the farms. Many of them continued to speak German, not simply at
home, but in their churches and schools. They sustained their cultural heritage through German language
schools, newspapers, and various clubs. They formed thousands of social organizations, Vereine: musical,
theatrical, charitable, athletic, and political. They attended German-language concerts and lectures. Sundays
they relaxed in German beer and wine gardens.2 Unlike other ethnic groups, they suffered little
discrimination. All this changed with the approach of World War I. Suddenly, German ancestry became a
liability. Many hastened to conceal their identity by changing their names. Their schools, newspapers, and
clubs gradually closed.3
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When news of war reached America in 1914, German Americans reacted with sympathy and concern for
their ancestral countrymen. Many sent money to support the German cause; young men attempted to board
ships bound for Germany. These actions were noted and came under public scrutiny. The 1915 torpedoing
of the Lusitania, a British passenger steamer, stirred deeper distrust. They began to be viewed as
“uncivilized brutes” and “Huns,” a term used by the Kaiser himself who, in 1910, instructed his German
soldiers to be as menacing and ruthless as “Huns.”
The presidential election campaign of 1916 called into question the loyalty of German Americans. Both
candidates, Woodrow Wilson, and Charles Evans Hughes, identified hyphenated Americans as potentially
disloyal. Former President Theodore Roosevelt verbally lashed out against Americans with supposed
divided loyalties.
The German government announcement that it planned to resume submarine warfare triggered further
American antipathy. President Wilson immediately proclaimed all German citizens “alien enemies.” In
1918, German Americans had to fill out registration affidavits and be fingerprinted. Newspapers and
government officials fed fear of spies by warning Americans to be watchful of their German neighbors and
to report any suspicious persons. Their only way to prove loyalty was to buy liberty bonds, donate to the
Red Cross, participate in patriotic parades, and enlist in the armed forces. Even then, patriotism was difficult
to prove. Laws were passed that any criticism of the government was punishable by fines and imprisonment.
German newspapers shut down, some of their churches were painted yellow, and children were forced to
sign pledges promising not to use any foreign language. Thirty-eight out of forty-eight states restricted or
ended German language instruction in schools. Public and university libraries terminated subscriptions to
German language newspapers. Books in German, English books dealing with Germany, and even tourist
guides were either destroyed or consigned to the basement. Food product names with German associations
were censored. Sauerkraut became “liberty cabbage”, and hamburgers were called “liberty sandwiches.” 4
Music by German composers such as Bach and Beethoven were dropped from concert programs. City
streets and stores were renamed.5
How did these events impact our Finkbeiner and Gaiser families? Chester, who was seven at the beginning
of the war, writes in The Finkbeiner Story, “I have never forgotten the feeling of fear that we children had
because of the propaganda that was printed against German people in this country.” He shared that those
of German heritage were watched and kept under surveillance. The Paradise Methodist Church held
Saturday school from 10:00–2:00, with the minister as their teacher. He used German Bible Story textbooks,
to teach the children to read and write the German language. Someone from Connell was appointed to see
if any indoctrination in the German cause was being taught. The Sunday services were also in German, and
again someone was there to monitor what was said.6
It was traditional for the Finkbeiners to end farm work early on Saturdays. They bathed the children and
prepared meals for Sunday. After dinner, the family went to Connell to walk the streets and visit with
friends. The prejudice against the Germans was a cause for the “German boys” to be wary of the “English
boys” of Connell. For mutual protection, Chester and his brothers, Raymond and Arnold, and their cousins,
Norman and Earl Wirth, went to town together and stayed together. Chester remembers one time the
“English boys” met them near the Post Office and started a fight, which eventually went inside the building.
“We staged a real fight! We gave the gang all they wanted and then some.” The Post Office Manager called
the town constable who separated the two warring parties. “The treatment we received as children did not
help to create any great love for the so-called “Patriotic American”.7
John Gaiser, in his interview by Louis Adamic, spoke of the prejudice suffered by both he and his brother
Ludwig. John was known as one of the best teachers and school administrators in western Washington.
While teaching high school English in Tacoma, after the United States entered the War, he was accused of
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being a German sympathizer.
Someone remembered that years
earlier, in a casual conversation, he
had spoken favorably of certain
qualities of life in the village where
he had lived in the Black Forest. That
conversation contained no hint of
loyalty to the state of Württemberg or
to Germany’s Kaiser Wilhelm II.
John said he was called a ‘dirty Hun”
both in private and in public. He was
forced from his teaching position.8
Two years after the war ended, the
Ludwig & Wilhelmina Gaiser family, 1925.
1920 census found John and his
Courtesy of Melvin Finkbeiner.
family living in Buena in the Yakima
Valley, where he was a fruit farmer. Ten years, later the 1930, census recorded him back teaching in the
public school.
Anti-German sentiment was not confined to scraps between schoolboys or accusations by political figures
or jealous educators. Regrettably, it also crept into the halls of faith. Decades earlier, in the 1830’s, the
American Methodist Church established a German Methodist movement to minister to the growing number
of German immigrants. The onset of World War I and emergence of harassment of German Americans led
to the end of the German Methodist Church. Some of this was encouraged by the American Methodists
who trumpeted the theme of Americanization, and turned to bullying its German-Methodist brethren.9 The
Church’s weekly English-language, newspaper, The Christian Advocate, grew increasingly hostile. In 1915,
Methodist Bishop Quayle wrote, “Americans are we and Americans we ought to be and this is not less so
in religious matters and denominational matters than in civic matters.”10 In 1918, Bishop Cooke took a
strong stand against foreign languages in the church: “Nothing separates humanity like diversity of tongues
… let our preachers and people use only the English language … we should preserve the unity of the nation
and foreign language is not the language of the young people of America.”11
When America entered the war on 6 April 1917, large areas of Europe, ravaged by intense warfare for twoand one-half years, were facing starvation. Some farm areas had been battlefields, others had languished as
farmers were conscripted into the army, leaving no one to steward the land. It became a challenge for
America to feed both its own soldiers and its beleaguered allies. In August 1917, the U.S. Food
Administration was established, headed by Herbert Hoover. Its charter was to manage the wartime
distribution of food and its transport to American soldiers and allies. “Voluntary non-hoarding” of meat,
wheat, fats, and sugar was established. Posters displayed in communities encouraged Americans to modify
their eating habits, proposing “Meatless Tuesdays” and “Wheatless Wednesdays” thus increasing the
shipment of foods to those defending America’s freedom. Local food boards offered demonstrations of
canning and recipes offering suitable replacements for limited foodstuffs. As a result, shipments to Europe
doubled within a year while consumption at home was reduced fifteen percent between 1918 and 1919.12
Onto the “voluntary non-hoarding” chapter of history walked Ludwig Gaiser. The Rev. Gaiser, then living
in Spokane, Washington, was the German Methodist District Superintendent of the Pacific Methodist
Conference. After a day of bread-making his wife Wilhelmina complained that she just couldn’t make good
bread from flour purchased at the local grocer. Oh, how she wished for flour from the mill at Ritzville,
Washington. Ludwig ordered ten barrels from the mill, some of which was to be used by their friends. On
receiving the flour, they stored it in their attic with no intent to hide it. 13 Ludwig began hearing talk about
non-hoarding of flour, and he became worried about the amount stored in his attic.
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Ludwig shared his fear with Rev. Traglio, pastor of the congregation in Connell. Traglio had clipped an
article from a Portland newspaper, seeming to suggest that the “non-hoarding rule” did not apply if a family
had ordered a year’s supply of flour in previous years. Continuing to hear talk about hoarding, Ludwig
again grew concerned. Speaking to a groceryman, he learned that storing a year’s supply of flour in one’s
home was forbidden. Trying to solve his problem Ludwig asked the grocer if he could store his flour at his
store. He refused, saying, “No”. Having nowhere to turn and thinking that if one merchant would not help,
then no one else would help a German. He had no choice but to leave the flour where it was while he
traveled to the Methodist meeting in Ohio.14
While he and his wife were away from home, someone accused him of hoarding. A libel was filed in federal
court to have their flour confiscated. Federal secret agents seized their flour,15 except for the legal fortynine-pound limit. The newspaper story of Ludwig’s hoarding quickly traveled to the meeting in Ohio. His
situation became more troubling when the English Methodist pastor from Spokane, also attending the
meeting, refused to shake his hand.16 Returning back to their home the latter part of June, Ludwig and
Wilhelmina could not anticipate what the future held for them.
Standing before the United States District Judge, 30 June 1918, with his friend, Rev. H.F. Lange, Ludwig
explained his practice of purchasing food in bulk as he had a large family, and the most money he received
in a single year was nine hundred dollars. He stated that they had lived in Ritzville where they became
friends with the flour mill manager, who gave them a discount. He mentioned the Portland newspaper
clipping stating that families with the custom of buying in bulk could continue to do so. The article
prompted him to believe he had not violated the law. He also mentioned the groceryman who would not
help him. He spoke movingly when he showed a picture of his family and said that two of his sons were in
the army, and another would probably be going in very soon.17
At the hearing, the United States Commissioner declared 3 August 1918, that due to a lack of evidence for
hoarding, Ludwig should not be prosecuted.18 Seventeen days later, eleven sacks of confiscated flour were
auctioned off on the steps of the federal building and sold to the highest bidder at seventy-five cents a sack
below the regular price. The money from the sale was returned to the Gaisers. 19 In retrospect the Federal
judge was more just and merciful than the Pacific Conference of the German Methodists, who gave Ludwig
a one-year leave of absence.20 Fortunately, in addition to his being exonerated, Ludwig’s sons would arrive
home safely after the war. Unfortunately, things did not turn out so well for the Ritzville mill. In late June,
the food administration ordered the closure of the mill. In September Herbert Hoover revoked the mill
license. He also instructed the management to reapply for a new license the first day of October.21
The U.S. census taken two years later, recorded Ludwig as a farmer living in Rosalia, Washington, near
Spokane. In the next census, he was listed once again a minister in the Methodist Church. It is likely that
Ludwig’s last church was an English-speaking congregation. Less than twenty years after the war, the
German Methodist Church was no more.
Ludwig and Wilhelmina had nine children: Paul was born 1893, Silas 1895, Louis 1897, Joseph 1899,
David 1901, Huldah 1904, David 1908, Theodore 1911, and Wilhelmina 1914. Wilhelmina passed away in
1926 and Ludwig on 28 August 1939. Both are buried at the Rosalia IOOF Evergreen Cemetery, in Rosalia,
Washington.22
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Finkbeiners at Home
Landscape, then and now
In early days a wanderer passing through Paradise Flats would observe quite a different landscape than
presents itself today. Back then, every quarter section (160 acres) was marked by a home, a barn and either
a cistern or a well. Each sported fruit trees, a vegetable garden, and a population of work horses, cows, and
chickens. A barbed-wire fence encircled the quarter section. Today, however, one can drive a mile − or
several − before seeing another home; in between is either fields in fallow or landed seeded in the hope of
another wheat harvest. While buildings were more in evidence in days gone by, roads were sparse. Moon
Road did not exist in the early years. To reach Connell the Finkbeiners travelled west on Paradise Road; at
the first intersection they turned south onto Buehler Road and then left onto what is today’s Highway 260.
The construction of what was then to be named, Highway #2, was paid for in part by assessment of adjacent
landowners. It is likely that Highway #2 is the same as today’s Moon Road, probably named after Walter
and Mary Moon who owned land in Section 26 which also borders the Road. One who was assessed was
John Finkbeiner who owned three parcels of land bordering on the highway. His $54.90 assessment was
due in ten annual payments.1

The early pantry
Early farms provided most of the food necessary to feed their families. John and Lydia raised cows for milk
and meat, chickens for eggs and meat, and pigs. In addition, they hunted and dressed rabbits and sage hens
for the supper table. They also planted vegetable gardens and fruit trees. The Finkbeiner basement served
as a storehouse of butchered meats, canned vegetables, fruits, pickles, and sauerkraut. Homemade
sauerkraut was prepared and stored in a stone crock and John helped with this. He washed and washed his
feet until they were sparkling clean. Only then did he step into the crock and stomp the sauerkraut until it
was to his liking. Lydia baked nine loaves of bread at a time twice weekly. Ice for refrigeration was
transported from the Columbia River where it had been cut into blocks. In preparation a hole was dug and
lined with straw; blocks of ice were laid on it and more straw added on top. This provided ice to keep
perishable foods cold as well as for ice drinks in the heat of summer.2
In addition to raising their own food on the farm, the Finkbeiners also took some of their cream, eggs, and
butter to “barter” for supplies or other commodities
at the general store. The storekeeper granted John
as much as six to twelve months credit, with his bill
running as high as five to seven hundred dollars.
Chester remembered the festive occasions when he
and his siblings accompanied their father to town
to pay the bill. At the end of the transaction, the
shopkeeper rewarded the children with gum or
licorice.3 Sugar was one commodity the family
kept well supplied. Before anti-hoarding
restrictions were instituted because of World War I
John purchased ten to twelve one-hundred-pound
Finkbeiner family 1908. Back: John, Lydia.
sacks of sugar and carried them on his shoulder up
Front: Raymond, Chester, Esther, Arnold.
a thirty-foot ladder to conceal them inside of the
Courtesy of Melvin Finkbeiner.
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water storage tank. No one suspected. His family smugly delighted in their well-hidden stock of sugar.4
Shortly after John and Lydia were married Lydia wanted chickens. As there was not any money for the
supplies to build a chicken coop, a dug-out was made for chickens. John’s brother, Ben Finkbeiner, dug a
“six-by-six hole six-feet deep” and scattered some hay into it. Lydia taught her chickens to fly down into
the dugout at night for their protection against coyotes. The kitchen window of the original farmhouse
looked out towards the dugout. Occasionally during the evenings, Lydia checked on her chickens. If she
spotted a coyote, she quietly opened the window and slid her double-barrel shotgun through and fired. She
was a fine marksman.5
Chester wrote that his mother Lydia had worked as a maid at Rosine Finkbeiner’s in Connell. This would
have been about 1904. She had one child, Raymond, at the time. Lydia told her children stories about ‘land
seekers’ who overnighted at the hotel. She also mentioned that the easiest way to clean the floors was to
sweep the dust between the cracks in the boards.6
The family bought clothing from the Sears and Roebuck Catalogue. Salt, pepper, and seasonings were
purchased from Watkins and McCormick door-to-door salesmen. The salesman handed out packages of
gum at the end of a sales transactions, after which the salesman was invited to dinner and to spend the night
with the family.7
Both John and Lydia had a keen interest in nature. John was often able to predict the weather for the next
day and the following week, which impressed his son John. To do this John (the father) was alert to what
he observed in the sky: clouds, wind, sunrise, and sunset. Lydia loved flowers. In the early morning hours,
she wandered among the flowers in her garden enjoying the colors and scents of each one.8

Learning farm practices
Pioneers on the Flats had to learn what kind of farming practices worked in this new land, and what did not.
The Finkbeiners were no exception. Their first plow was the “sulky,”9 drawn by three horses. The “sulky”
cut into the soil, turned it, and broke it up burying the vegetation which had been on the surface. This
exposed the soil to the sun’s drying effect and the whims of the wind. Chester Finkbeiner remembered the
specter of an approaching storm which could be seen five to ten miles away. Before its arrival, the air fell
deadly silent and not a leaf moved. As the storm moved it
gathered up loose freshly plowed soil, rolling and churning it
several thousand feet into the sky. One moment the air was fresh
and clean and the next everything was engulfed in a raging,
shrieking, fury of wind and choking dust. Storms could last
thirty minutes to several hours, often completely burying fence
posts before passing on. In the aftermath of these calamities,
farmers sometimes had to reseed, or reseed more than once in
the spring with little to show for their effort.10 Not until the
1920’s was stubble-mulching discovered,11 which is the practice
of leaving the stubble (what is left after harvesting) in the
ground. Disking rather than plowing allowed the residue on the
John Finkbeiner’s Sulky plow.
soil to compost and at the same time, prepare the soil for planting
the next years wheat crop.
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Dorman threshing crew at Finkbeiner ranch, 1914.

Another discouragement the farmers faced was the arrival of two new weeds in 1907:12 the Russian thistle
and the Jim-Hill mustard weed. Both grow multiple stems laden with seeds. In fall, the thistles break near
the ground and tumble where the wind blows them, scattering hundreds of seeds along their path. The story
is told that when John Finkbeiner first saw a Russian thistle, he thought it pretty and watered it. Clarence
and Roland used the Russian thistle to their advantage. When it was time to walk home after school, they
would look nearby for two extra-large tumbleweeds. With string from their pockets, they tied one end to
the main branch of the thistle and tied the other end in their belt loop. Away they ran, hastened by the wind
and arriving home from school quicker than usual.13

Paradise school classmates, ca. 1910. Courtesy
Interior of Paradise school. Courtesy of
of Franklin County Historical Museum.
Franklin County Historical Museum.
Classmates. Back, L to R: Henry Nelson, Henry Hartung. Third: Alfred Frischknecht, Hulda Beckley, Anna
Finkbeiner, Thelma Oldenburg, Will Oldenburg, Louis Oldenburg. Second: Walter Oldenburg, Amanda
Krug, Olive Beckley, Grace Justman, John Frischknecht, Ben Justman, Art Justman. Front: Frank Justman,
Leona Krug, Martha Frischknecht, Lily Krug, Art Oldenburg.

By 1909 many farmers were discouraged and broke. Seeing no good prospects, they sold their farms to
others and left the countryside.14 Although this was difficult for some it made it possible for a few to
purchase more land, one of whom was John Finkbeiner. His farm eventually absorbed the Fish Ranch, the
Herman Ghertes place, the Justman place, the Backley [Beckley] place, the Nelson place, the Ben
Finkbeiner place (formerly Rosine Finkbeiner’s homestead) and the “Up North Farm” in Adams County.15
Through the years to purchase more farmland John and Lydia mortgaged their land and sometimes when
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they needed more cash, they mortgaged all they owned. They always made it a habit that when they
borrowed money, they borrowed extra to pay the preacher.16

Improvements
John and Lydia continued to make improvements to their farm.
In 1914, they began building a modern three-story, fivebedroom Craftsman home. The contractor was H.C. Nelson.
The home was equipped with modern amenities. A gas lighting
system with gas lines replaced kerosene lamps. The house also
boasted running water instead of an outdoor hand pump and
cistern, and flush toilets instead of an outhouse. The total cost
of the house was around $3,000.17 A further improvement
followed two years later. The news from The Connell Tribune
Newspaper, dated 23 June 1916 states,

Finkbeiner homestead house, built 1914.
Courtesy of Melvin Finkbeiner.

“H.C. Nelson contractor and cabinet maker, has just finished building a fine barn on the
ranch of Aug Dettman. Next week Henry and his crew intend to start a barn on the ranch
of John Finkbeiner, which will be 36  64, and the lumber was furnished by the Potlatch
Lumber Co.; and it is the best lumber ever used on a building of this kind. Henry has four
carpenters besides himself working on the barn.”18
As late as the mid 1930’s, most of rural America was without electricity. In 1935, the Roosevelt
administration established the Rural Electrification Administration (REA) with the potential to both create
needed jobs and to bring electricity to farms. At first the REA tried to partner with private power companies
which already had the skills to construct the infrastructure and the delivery service. The appeal of federal
loans proved to be little incentive to existing
companies; they already were profitable where they
were and had no interest in expanding into rural areas.19
Surprisingly, loan applications began to arrive from
farmer-based cooperatives. They enlisted prospective
customers, collected the initial five-dollar fee, and
obtained permission to string electric lines across
farmer’s properties, demonstrating that they were
responsible organizations. Some families in rural areas
considered electricity a luxury. Others, still reeling
from the Depression, found the five-dollar fee difficult
to come by.20 Yet John Finkbeiner was forwardFinkbeiner barn, built 1916
thinking and applied for electrification. In 1940 Arnold
21
with Melvin’s help wired the family farm.

Christian faith
The Finkbeiners centered their lives around their Christian community, both culturally and religiously. In
addition to attending church on Sundays, they read the Bible together at home both in the morning after
breakfast and in the evening after supper.
“My father or mother read a chapter or two from the Bible and then we knelt at our chair
and we were taught to pray. My father or mother usually closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
My father was always in a serious mood during family worship. I am sure my father never
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missed a word or dot in any chapter of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. He faced the
reading of the genealogies without fear and trembling and with sheer determination.”22
Chester recalled amusing memories of when his father wrestled with the vocabulary of the scriptures. He
moved into that difficulty, “as a soldier about to face the enemy.”
“At that moment, one of us would start to giggle under our breath and another would join
in until all of us were convulsing in an attempt to control the giggles. My father would look
up from under his reading glasses and he would lay his Bible down on the table and go all
the way around the table and ‘bop’ each of us on the head at least once and if he felt we
deserved it he would even add an extra ‘bop’”. When this disciplinary ceremony was
concluded, he continued undaunted to the end of the scripture.23
Scripture reading could eclipse school on occasion. After the Paradise School was closed the Finkbeiner
boys rode the school bus to Connell. If the bus arrived before the scripture reading and prayers were finished
those still in school missed it that day.24
One Sunday morning during winter the family woke to
more than the usual snow. John hooked the horses to
the sled rather than the carriage, and off the family went
in heightened spirits to church. Looking out after
church they saw that a “Chinook Wind” had been
blowing, melting the snow. To arrive home
successfully through patches of snow alternating with
patches of mud John whipped the horses into a run
giving the sled momentum to quickly glide across
scattered muddy patches along the way.25
The Finkbeiners never missed Wednesday evening
Prayer Meetings. The families of Paradise Flats took
turns hosting the weekly meetings. Everyone was
Finkbeiner family, 1915. Center: John, Lydia.
included and no one stayed home; homework was not
Behind: Arnold, Raymond, Chester, Esther.
Front: John, Clarence. Courtesy of Melvin
an acceptable excuse. The meetings included hymn
Finkbeiner.
singing, a lengthy devotional, and kneeling while
praying. Some individuals prayed fifteen minutes without effort. After several prayers, the attendees sang
a hymn and then prayers resumed. As the hour grew late, the children prayed “in their sleep.” The service
ended with the traditional waking of the children.26
In localities with a small church membership, the Methodist preachers often had charge of two or more
congregations. If a preacher was unavailable, a layman certified as ‘Exhorter’ stepped in. They also
exhorted after the appointed preacher had delivered his sermon. From the Paradise Center Methodist
Episcopal Church record book, we learn that John Finkbeiner held such a position. His license was renewed
at the fourth quarterly conference of the Pacific District Oregon Conference held in Connell, 29 June 1920.27
To qualify for this position, he had passed an examination on biblical knowledge and the practices of the
Methodist Church. Though not an ordained preacher, he was certified to hold meetings, lead prayers, and
evangelize.28
Church camp meetings were popular events in the Methodist Church culture. One of the last such meetings
was held in 1919 near Connell29 at the foot of Cemetery Hill on property later owned by Clarence and
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Louise Finkbeiner. Participants at the meeting
came from Spokane, Edwall, Rosalia, Walla
Walla, Ritzville, and Richland, as well as Connell.
Some may have come from as far as Metolius,
Madras, and Portland, Oregon. Tents were set up
facing each other with a broad avenue down the
center allowing space for a horse-drawn water
tank. On this occasion John Finkbeiner hauled in
Methodist encampment at foot of Cemetery Hill.
the water for drinking as well as watering down the
Courtesy of Melvin Finkbeiner.
campgrounds to keep the dust from flying. A large
tent was set up for prayer meetings, as well as Bible classes and evangelistic preaching.
“The camp meeting on the frontier played a very important part in the church community.
It built strong social and spiritual ties. People developed a oneness of spirit. Many love
affairs started on the old camp grounds and continued right up to the church altar months
or years later.”30

Temperance
Chester, the Finkbeiner’s fourth child arrived on 20 July 1907, a hot harvest day. The wheat looked like it
would yield a good crop, so his father hired a larger than usual crew of men. He told the hired men that, “if
it is a boy, I’ll buy eight gallons of beer; but if it is a girl then you, the crew, will have to buy the eight
gallons of beer.” Lydia was extremely thirsty after Chester’s birth and when she, “requested a drink from
the eight-gallon supply she discovered it had already been consumed. The crew was under “the influence”
for several days and all of this created quite a problem in the field.”31
It is unclear how Lydia voted, if she did, in the election
of November 1920. The eighteenth Amendment giving
women the right to vote had been ratified three months
earlier on 18 August 1920. Her choice for president may
have largely depended on her stance on prohibition.
James M. Cox, the Democrat, opposed the recently
passed eighteenth Amendment outlawing the sale and
consumption of alcoholic beverages. Warren G.
Harding, the Republican candidate and eventual winner,
supported enforcement of the prohibition amendment.
Valleyford encampment, 1934.
By the 1930’s, Lydia’s views on temperance had
Courtesy
of Melvin Finkbeiner.
become crystal clear. She was a member of the
Circled
figures:
top,
Arnold, Clarence; middle,
“Women’s Christian Temperance Union.” In July 1934,
Lydia,
Chester;
bottom, Roland.
the young people’s organization, “Youth’s Temperance
Union,” met at Valleyford, Washington north of
Spokane for their first encampment. They expected about seventy to attend. Chester Finkbeiner served as
one of the faculty members and his mother, Lydia, as house mother.32 The following year the second
encampment was held at the same site. At this meeting, three books were read, a test was given, and
diplomas were awarded to John, Clarence, and Roland Finkbeiner, and to one of their friends, Edgar Loeber.
Their younger brother, Melvin, received a certificate for successfully completing one study book. Roland
received an award for the best poster.33 At one of these meetings Melvin signed a pledge that he would
never drink alcohol, a promise he kept.34
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Hospitality
John and Lydia Finkbeiner were hospitable. They hosted occasional visits by the Gaiser and Oldenburg
families that scattered to different parts of Washington and Oregon. The Paradise school teacher35 also
occasionally lived with them. Melvin remembers waking up some mornings and finding someone else in
his bed. Once he discovered the Schlomer brothers asleep one on each side of him.36

Adventures and mishaps of a pioneer farmer
Chester described his father, John Finkbeiner, as a “reckless and daring young man of the early frontier.”
John entertained his children with stories of his careless and sometimes dangerous adventures. One was his
practice of hitching rides on freight trains. Trains travelling north out of Connell, bound for Hatton, Ritzville
and Spokane passed through Finkbeiner land. John told of the times he walked to Connell and on completing
his errand went over to the tracks. Keeping out of sight of the brakeman he hopped aboard. Heavily loaded
with freight, the train climbed slowly up the grade north of town. Passing through John’s land, the train was
still moving slowly but with gradually increasing speed. He jumped off and then walked west three-quarters
of a mile to his home. Jumping on and off moving trains did not always go smoothly. On one occasion his
plan was to ride to Ritzville. Much to his dismay the brakeman witnessed his leaping aboard. Determined
to force the interloper off the brakeman crept along
the top, hopping from car to car. Coming to John’s
car he ordered him to ‘get off.’ Finding John
unshakable, he seized John’s hat, a new one, and
threw it off the train. John determinedly stayed put.
On other occasions he did not gage the train’s
speed well enough and ended up rolling on the
cinders and skinning himself badly. Once he
jumped with a bag of bananas in hand; they
scattered everywhere.37 His daring exploits of
jumping on and off trains was no secret. Gertrude
Gaiser, in a letter to Mildred (Wirth) Klindworth,
shared that John had jumped off the train at Hatton
to deliver her some butter. She wrote, “I can still
see John Finkbeiner standing between two freight Finkbeiner family, ca. 1926. Behind: John (Jr.), Raymond,
cars catching a ride to Ritzville.”38
Chester, Arnold, Esther. Middle: Lydia, Clarence, John.
Front: Roland, Melvin.

Before electricity came to the homestead, both
house and barn were supplied by water pumped from the well into an elevated storage tank close to the
house. The pump was driven entirely by the windmill. Once after several days without wind, John climbed
the ladder to check it. On the way down he slipped and fell to the ground, breaking his nose. Bleeding
profusely over his mustache, he ran into the kitchen. Once there he looked in the mirror hanging on the
south wall. Seeing that his nose was out of shape with no doctor nearby, he grabbed it with one hand and
jerked it into a more-or-less vertical line.39
Another time John was ascending the stairs from the basement to the kitchen carrying his Long Tom 16gauge shotgun. It was loaded. Carelessly, his finger was on the trigger. BANG went the gun, blasting a hole
in the riser of one of the steps.40
The last of these stories that may qualify as a family legend was one told to the author by John’s son,
Arnold. John and Lydia had just purchased their first car. Their first time to drive it was into Connell to
shop at the hardware store. Approaching the store at a fast clip, Lydia yelled out, “You’d better stop.” John
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shouted ‘Whoa!’ Lydia said more loudly, “If you don’t stop, you’ll drive into the store.” John again shouted
“WHOA!” They drove into the store.41

Community events
It may come as a surprise to moderns to learn that butchering was a community event among the pioneers.
When the weather turned cold enough to keep the meat from spoiling, the neighbors gathered to help each
other. It took an entire day to butcher a pig and process its meat. They used the whole animal. The intestines
were cleaned and used for sausages. The fat was rendered and made into soap or used in cooking. While
the men did the butchering, the women prepared many delicious foods that were served at noon.42
An event that officially welcomed a newly married couple into the life of the community was called a
“Chivaree.” It was an “expected” surprise for the newly married couple. A typical honeymoon lasted no
more than a day or two. The chivaree followed, usually a week or two later. The families on Paradise
gathered outside the newlyweds’ home and surprised them with noise, lots of it; they rattled tin cans, banged
hammers on metal, rang cow bells, fired shotguns, making a racket with anything they had at hand. When
the couple made their appearance, the noise ceased and everyone shouted, “Welcome to the Community!”
The newlyweds then invited their neighbors into the house. After the guests showered the couple with gifts,
the evening concluded with games and many best wishes offered to the bride and groom.43
Quilting brought together the women of Paradise Flats. As they worked, they shared stories, fabrics, and
quilting ideas. They gave each other advice on childraising and how to treat sick children. These were
wonderful occasions for the young children to play
together. Lydia was a quilter, and she made many
beautiful quilts.
The Methodist women on Paradise Flats gathered
monthly as the ‘Women’s Society.’ Their dues are
recorded in the “Women’s Society Book 19131935,” listing each name and the amount given,
varying from ten cents to a dollar.44 Lydia and her
daughter Esther’s names can be found in this book.

Christmas
Lydia gave one of her many quilts to the author.

The Finkbeiners made Christmas a holiday to
remember. The Christmas tree was decorated with red and green streamers, hand-strung popcorn, a few
ornaments, and adorned with burning wax candles. On Christmas Eve, they attended their church’s
Christmas Eve service where the Christmas story was reenacted. Afterwards when leaving, each person
was given a brown paper bag filled with an orange, hard candy, and various kinds of nuts. Arriving home
around midnight, Pop (the children called their father “Pop”) predictably told the family that he had to busy
himself thawing pipes somewhere between the tank house and the horse trough. His family awaited his
return in the warmly lit room. They heard sleigh bells. Then to their “delight and fright,” the front door
opened, and Santa Claus appeared with a “Ho, ho, ho,” bringing gifts. One year Clarence received a large
red wagon, Roland a middle size wagon, and Melvin a small one.45
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A last look at a cozy winter evening
Chester Finkbeiner remembered:
“The pot-bellied stove that stood in our living room was about the most welcome spot
during the cold winter evenings. It was truly the family gathering place. There were no
radios or television sets to bring in the outside world to our home so the family provided
its own entertainment by the warmth of the old stove. It warmed many backs and served as
a warm friend to those who lay on the floor reading a continued story from the family
weekly magazine. It provided the cozy environment for the checker players and the book
reader. Mother busily mended the family stockings and sewed on patches or crocheted by
the warmth of the ornate stove. Many a button was returned to its place during an evening
of sewing around the stove.”46
Father loved to read to the entire family. Sometimes this was a continued story from one of the German
papers, one of which was “Bobb der Fallen Setzer” (Bob, the Trap Setter). He also read books he had
purchased such as Zane Grey’s To the Last Man, and John Bunyan’s Pilgrims Progress. When eight o’clock
came around John said, “Time for bed.” The family obeyed without a complaint. In the Finkbeiner home
the day began at 4:30 a.m. during summers and as late as 6:00 a.m. in winter.37

End of an Era: Paradise Center German Methodist Church
In the early 1900’s three Methodist congregations were founded in the general Connell area. The first in
early 1901, was the Paradise Center German Methodist Episcopal Church on Paradise Flats five miles
northwest of Connell. The second was the German Methodist Church
founded within the town. Its church building and parsonage were erected
in late 1901 at the intersection of today’s South Columbia and East Birch
Ave. It housed the first school in town. Sometime after the platting of
Connell the church building and parsonage were moved to the intersection
of South Burke and Franklin.1 The third was the English Methodist Church
also in town, founded in 1904 under the direction of Rev. Elisha Fly. It
was located at N. Burke and Borah. Three of our family members were
Paradise German Methodist
affiliated with this congregation: William and Selma Oldenburg (brother
Episcopal Church. Courtesy of
2
and sister) and Louise Gaiser Panhorst.
Melvin Finkbeiner.

German Methodist parsonage and church, Connell, ca. 1910.
Courtesy of Franklin County Historical Museum.
Paradise Flats. Courtesy of Connell Heritage Museum.
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The German Methodist Church on Paradise
Flats continued until 1924 when, under the
leadership of Rev. E. Julius Traglio, it merged
with the Connell German Methodist church. In
1936 the combined German Church, merged
with the English Church at its location on
Borah and Burke Ave.3 It was a difficult
transition for the German-language speakers to
participate in the English-language worship.
One of the last holdouts against the merger was
Ben Wirth. His mind was changed when his son
married a girl who only spoke English. Shortly
after the merger of the two congregations

Clarence Finkbeiner, was asked to read the scripture. As it were automatically, he spoke the entire passage
in German though the Bible in front of him was an English Bible. Finishing the reading he looked up and
saw the old German people with wide smiles on their faces. Only then did he realize what he had done.4
Later under the pastorate of Rev. Sharrard (1939-1943)
plans were begun for the construction of a new church
building. One member of the building committee was
Clarence Finkbeiner the sixth child of John and Lydia.
Groundbreaking for the new building at Franklin and
Burke took place in 1948.5 The new structure was
formally opened, debt free, on 10 April 1949. Several
gifts were dedicated at the first service one of which was
a lectern Bible presented by Lydia Finkbeiner and her
sons in memory of their husband and father John
Finkbeiner.6
English Methodist Church, Connell, ca. 1940.
Courtesy of Melvin Finkbeiner.
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5. Memories of Esther, John, and Lydia, and their passing
Esther

Esther, the third child and only daughter of John and Lydia, was born 3 April 1906. Little is known of her
early childhood, although a few memory snapshots remain. As the only daughter, she was dearly loved.
Like all frontier daughters, Esther helped her mother in the home and garden, as well as assisting in raising
and caring for her younger brothers. She took piano lessons and became an accomplished pianist. Her
friends were Rosalia Traglio, Viola Reitz, and her cousin Mildred Wirth. Having missed several years of
school and not wanting to finish her education at the Paradise Flats
School she attended the Nazarene High School Academy in Nampa,
Idaho.1 While there she took advanced piano lessons.2 She also played
the Baritone in the Nampa, Methodist Episcopal Church Orchestra.3
Clarence Finkbeiner’s memory of his sister took place one warm
summer evening. The family was relaxing outside when the somnolent
peace was broken by the piercing yelp of an Indian’s war cry.
Rounding the corner of the house at full speed came Esther in a
squaw’s dress, scaring her little brothers half to death.4 Melvin,
Esther’s youngest brother, also has one memory of his sister. It too
happened on a summer day. On this occasion, he and Roland were
playing barefooted in the yard. He stumbled on a hoe, cutting a deep
gash on the inside of his right foot. Esther took care of him, cleaning
and dressing the wound. Melvin thought that this may have been the
summer when she passed away.5

Esther and her baritone.
Courtesy of Melvin Finkbeiner

Chester & Esther Finkbeiner.
Courtesy of Melvin Finkbeiner.

The wheat harvest had ended
and Thursday, 19 August 1926 began as a day filled with anticipation
for Chester, Esther, and her boyfriend who had helped in the harvest.
They headed out in the family car to a joint Nazarene and Presbyterian
Sunday School picnic at White Bluffs on the Columbia River. The
rest of the family stayed home. The event was held at a quiet spot
along the river where they had gone swimming on other occasions.
Less than fifteen minutes had elapsed between the time the three
arrived and when Esther and her companion were set to swim.
Someone shouted a challenge, and everyone jumped into the water.
First in was Esther, along with her boyfriend. Both hit a deep hole.
The man came up; Esther did not. He tried to rescue her but failed.
Another friend, Eva Gronewald, then tried to bring her out but without
success.6 Suddenly, a joyous gathering at a beautiful site turned to
deep tragedy. A search for her was unsuccessful until an hour and a
half later when her body was brought to the surface. Esther had
drowned at age twenty. Chester writes: “This was a blow from which
my father and mother never quite recovered. I don’t think I did
either.”7
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When Harry and Martha Mittelstaedt heard of Esther’s disappearance, they picked up John and Lydia and
drove them to the river. Earl Wirth came by the family farm and took John Finkbeiner (their son) to the
fateful site. By the time they arrived, Esther’s body had been found. Lydia refused to believe her daughter
was dead. She insisted that Esther’s body be placed between her and John in the back seat of the car. Harry
raced to a physician’s office who confirmed that Esther was dead. They took her to a mortuary where her
body was prepared for burial. A person from the mortuary took her casket to the farmhouse and it was
placed in the living room.8
Frieda and Martha Mittelstaedt, hearing that Esther had always
wanted a satin dress, purchased satin yardage, and made a dress for
the viewing and funeral. Esther’s casket was open for viewing at
the farmhouse from Saturday to Sunday afternoon and it was open
during the entire church service at her father’s request.9 Lydia
shared that she saw an angel at the foot of their bed after Esther’s
death.10
Esther’s death was recorded in the Warrenton Banner (Missouri),
“Rev. R.R. Finkbeiner, student pastor of the M.E. Churches at
Pendleton and Steinhage, had the sad message the latter part of last
week that his only sister, Miss Esther Finkbeiner, of Connell,
Washington, had drowned.” 11
Chester remembered,
Esther Finkbeiner.
“My parents took the death of Esther very hard. My father
entered into periods of deep depression and because I was sensitive to his every mood, it
was a very hard year for me. Some days my father left home in the morning and walked the
railroad track to Connell not returning until about dusk. More than once, I found him in
the barn crying. In my own, way, I would try to comfort him but with little success. One
night, after I had gone to bed, I heard my father get up and leave the house. I was afraid
of what he might do, so I called my mother and asked if she thought we ought to find him.
We searched the barn and other areas of the ranch before we found him in the back seat
of the old Buick. He was crying and expressed feelings of rejection by everyone. After much
coaxing on our part, we managed to persuade him to come back into the house with us and
go to bed. In church, when he gave his testimony, he would break down and cry, and he
asked people to pray for him that he might eventually be victorious over the darkness that
had settled over his life. These must have been hard days for Mother but she carried the
load silently, and to me she exemplified great courage. As the winter wore on and spring
came, I could see that father was gradually getting hold of himself. The spring work began
and he had the matters of plowing, seeding, harrowing, and weeding to occupy his mind.
The periods of depression returned less frequently and were less severe.”12
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John Finkbeiner

John Finkbeiner, passed away at Ritzville, 8 May 1948, at the age of seventy-one. He was survived by his
wife, Lydia, to whom he had been married three weeks less than forty-eight years. Their sons are Clarence
and Roland of Connell, Washington, Rev. Raymond of Okanogan, Washington, Rev. Arnold of Nampa,
Idaho, Rev. John of Kennewick, Washington, Rev. Melvin of Eagle, Idaho, and Rev. Chester of Wenatchee,
Washington, two sisters, Mrs. Mary Schlomer of Spokane, Washington, Mrs. Anna Garrison of Portland,
Oregon, a brother, Ben Finkbeiner of Othello, Washington, twenty-one grandchildren, and several nephews
and nieces. So reads excerpts of his obituary from the Connell newspaper. His funeral services were held
11 May at the Connell Methodist Church.14
What follows are slightly edited memories of Grandpa John from several of his descendants.

Emily Finkbeiner Carruthers (granddaughter, and daughter of Raymond and Emmy Finkbeiner)
“Grandpa John, was a jolly man to look at and encounter. His beautiful white hair was glistening with a
healthy sheen. Young women sometimes wanted to touch it and he relished the attention. It was naturally
wavy and fine textured. He had an enthusiasm that wasn’t put down by hard work or hard times. He lived
through more than one economic downturn and the drought years of the thirties.
“He advised me to take good care of my teeth, no matter the cost, because
he said partials were not a good substitute. Fortunately, he was able to keep
his own teeth until his 70’s but he rued the day they had to come out
because he loved steak and other meats, as most farmers do. He was kind
to his wife Lydia, though a great tease. She would try to fend him off when
he wanted to squeeze her in front of us. He arose very early all his life, first
making the fire in the kitchen range and then heading out to do chores. My
father told of rising at four to tend to about forty horses and mules used for
field work in the teens and the twenties. Then came mechanization.
Grandpa wanted any advantage he could afford. But it took him until the
1940’s to pay off all the debts. He was very intelligent, reading everything
he could get his hands on, in German or English. He only went to school
through fifth grade but could still converse with his college-trained sons.
He had utmost respect for bulls who are unpredictable and temperamental.
I was counseled never to go into the cattle pens without him because he
never went in there without a pitchfork.”14

Myron Finkbeiner (grandson, and son of Arnold and Ella Finkbeiner)

John Finkbeiner on a Sunday
morning, 1937. Courtesy of
Melvin Finkbeiner.

Myron spent several summers on the Finkbeiner homestead farm working as “grandpa’s farm boy.” These
summers he remembers that his grandpa did not participate in the wheat harvest but spent his days hoeing
the summer fallow of Russian thistles. This was no small task with each field averaging around threehundred and twenty acres.
One incident that stands out clearly is the day he found his grandfather preparing the elevator for the
harvested wheat, wearing his customarily bib overalls. Grandpa crawled into the elevator pit to scoop out
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the mouse dung and moldy wheat and toss the disgusting stuff onto the elevator deck. He was sweating
profusely amidst a fog of wheat dust, and sometimes uttering choice words.
Myron once stood transfixed watching his
grandpa trying to coax an extra pint of milk
from the dairy cow so grandma could use it in
making pancakes. Working in the middle of the
barnyard, his trick was to hobble the cow and if
that did not work to use a two-by-four across
her rear end!
His best memory is the day his grandpa asked
him to ride the tractor. It was late in the
afternoon and grandpa was making the last
round in the field. He spotted Myron, stopped
the tractor, and hollered, “wanta ride?” Without
hesitating, Myron jumped on and took his seat
near grandpa. Grinning, grandpa turned toward
Myron and said, “Hold on, son,” and away they
went. What a thrill it was for a ten-year-old boy.

Finkbeiner family, ca. 1948.
Back: Melvin & Eleanor, John & Olive, Clarence & Louise,
Roberta & Roland, Bobbie & Chester.
Front: Raymond & Emmy, John & Lydia, Ella & Arnold.

Myron remembers seeing his grandpa riding the
tractor, silhouetted against the late afternoon sun, his wide-brimmed straw hat shading his face, and seeing
a twinkle in his eye, as if to say… “This is where I belong – don’t disturb me. That’s the time he was in his
element.”15

Clarence Finkbeiner (son)
“Pop had seven boys and twenty-five horses to do the field work. We boys always called our father, ‘Pop’.
“In the fall, after wheat harvest, the horses would be worn out after pulling the combine a month or more
in the harvest field, so Pop would turn them in the bunch grass pasture to rest.
“At this time of year there would usually be quite a few Russian thistles in the summer fallow fields. Pop
would call us boys together and give each one of us a hoe and tell us it would be cheaper if we hoed the
weeds by hand than to use the horses on the rod weeder, as they would have to be fed expensive hay. Then,
pop would take us to the back side of the section and tell us that he thought that when we had the weeds in
this patch hoed out we would have the worst of the weeds in the field. We would go to the task before us
with a will for an hour or more, until we would work our way over a rise in the field and – the weeds ahead
that would greet our eyes – OHHHHH!! Our hearts would sink within us because of the great amount of
thistles still ahead. Then, just at the right moment, Pop would break out singing ‘The Uncloudy [Unclouded]
Day’.
“We boys had learned never to talk back to Pop. We just took a firmer grip on our hoes and went to work
as though nothing had happened. Oh, well, we usually could hoe a field in TWO or Three DAYS!
“Sometimes, I was allowed to drive the buggy team which contained a bag of cold water and a cold
watermelon, which we could eat in the middle of the afternoon. That was the pleasant part of hoeing weeds!
“Pop has been in the land of ‘The Uncloudy [Unclouded] Day’ since 1948 but those days hoeing thistles in
the fall on a hot hazy day are still fresh in my memory.” 16
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The Unclouded Day
Josiah K. Alwood, ca 1885
Oh, they tell me of a home far beyond the skies,
Oh, they tell me of a home far away;
Oh, they tell me of a home where no storm clouds rise,
Oh, they tell me of an unclouded day.
Refrain:
Oh, the land of cloudless day,
Oh, the land of an unclouded sky,
Oh, they tell me of a home where no storm clouds rise,
Oh, they tell me of an unclouded day.
Oh, they tell me of a home where my friends have gone,
Oh, they tell me of that land far away,
Where the tree of life in eternal bloom
Sheds its fragrance through the unclouded day.
Oh, they tell me of a King in His beauty there,
And they tell me that mine eyes shall behold
Where He sits on the throne that is whiter than snow,
In the city that is made of gold.
Oh, they tell me that He smiles on His children there,
And His smile drives their sorrows all away;
And they tell me that no tears ever come again
In that lovely land of unclouded day.17

Lydia Oldenburg Finkbeiner

After John’s death, Lydia continued to live in their home at 325 N. Burke Ave. in Connell. John liked
Lydia’s long brown hair, and throughout their marriage, she styled her tresses in a sort of bun at the back
of her neck. After his passing she had her hair cut short never to wear it long again.
Lydia made a major decision when she chose to legally divide the farmland between their sons. At the time
that John and Lydia made out their will on 2 April 1915, they owned three pieces of property. 18 It was
community property meaning that should one die before the other, the three parcels and any subsequent
land acquired would immediately be vested in the survivor.19 Now thirty-three years after the making of the
will, Lydia became the sole landowner. Four years later, 15 August 1952, she and her sons met at Ritzville
at the office of an attorney to divide her land. Each son received 320 acres of land. The brothers agreed that
their mother would receive $200 monthly. Chester commented that, “What impressed me was that the
division of property never caused any hard feelings, so far as I am aware.” The discussion and signing of
the papers took less than an hour. Chester sensed that “everyone went away from Ritzville very happy.”20
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Lydia’s son, Chester, lost his wife Marguerite (Bobby) Mowry, on 13 September 1949. Shortly afterwards,
Lydia went to live with Chester to take care of his sons John and James. She remained there until Chester
remarried on 12 June 1950, to Opal Hansen.[21]
Like her sons Clarence and Roland, Lydia chose to leave the Connell Methodist Church. The records of the
First German Methodist Episcopal Church of Paradise Center record that
Clarence and Louise transferred their membership to the Church of the
Nazarene on 15 May 1950, and that Roland and Roberta chose to follow on
13 April 1951. Lydia than followed on 13 December 1951.22
Clarence, Louise, Roland, and Roberta arranged an 80th birthday party for
Lydia at the homestead Ranch where Roland and Roberta lived. Many of
Lydia’s family and friends attended. She received a wristwatch and an
orchid corsage. According to the Pasco Herald of 7 May 1959, she told the
reporter covering the story, “The nicest part was to be with all my sons in
the very home in which the family lived for so many years. The one
daughter was missing, but she had learned how to go on. She trusted God
who holds the future.”23
Lydia lived in her home in Connell until about 1962, at which time her
Lydia Finkbeiner. Courtesy
family thought it best that she not live alone any longer. Clarence and
of Melvin Finkbeiner.
Louise purchased a trailer, placing it outside the white picket fence at their
home, and removed parts of the fence to give access to both trailer doors. Lydia could enter the yard through
either door. Clarence and Louise’s children took turns sleeping at grandma’s trailer. This arrangement lasted
a couple of years and ended when Lydia needed more care. She was moved to a care facility in Kennewick.
She passed away on 9 February 1973. Lydia and John are buried at the Mountain View Cemetery in Connell,
Washington.
What follows are slightly edited memories of Grandma Lydia from several of her descendants.

Chester Finkbeiner (son)
The time came in 1932 for Chester to board the
Greyhound Bus to Wilmore, Kentucky, to attend
Asbury Theological Seminary. Sensing that her son
was feeling homesick and lonely, Lydia whispered
to him as he got out of the car, “Others have done it
– you can do it, too.”24

Melvin Finkbeiner (son)
Melvin remembers a saying of his mother, “A child
should be raised to always love God.” 25

Back: Lester, John, Grandma Lydia, Jim.
Middle: Ruth, Carol, Hazel, Galen, Lydia.
Front: Lois, Rhoda, Elaine, Zanna, Kay.
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Galen Finkbeiner (grandson, and son of Roland and Roberta Finkbeiner)
“I remember walking from the old Nazarene church in Connell to her house nearby for fried chicken dinner,
fixed in a cast iron skillet. After school, I stopped by the post office to get her mail and deliver it to her and
have a little visit before driving home. Grandma liked her pet parakeets. She had trouble keeping one
around. She put the cage of her first one outside but left the door open. The bird flew away and never came
back. She had another bird, I think named, Charlie, that liked to sit on her shoulder. One day, it was sitting
on the sofa, and she accidentally sat on it. Her third parakeet flew right into her cooling fan. Enough
said. Her dog, named Chipper, knew her phone ring and would begin barking to alert her, since she was
hard of hearing. On the Sunday afternoons that she came out to our house (the homestead home), for dinner,
she enjoyed walking around the farmyard, looking at the animals and flowers. Oftentimes when I showed
up at her house, she was reading her Bible and having her devotions. I remember when her house flooded,
along with much of downtown Connell. Dad and Clarence had just seeded a new lawn a few days earlier
and it was ruined. Her next-door neighbor was the Nazarene Pastor and he put a little sign in her yard
saying, “Stay off the newly seeded lawn”. The pressure of the floodwaters broke the windows in the
basement and flowed out the back door. Only a few inches higher and it would have damaged the main
floor. I remember helping to scoop the mud up from the basement.”

Elaine Finkbeiner Perkins (granddaughter, daughter of Roland and Roberta Finkbeiner)
“I remember Grandma loved her Connell home and flowerbed in the front of the house. It was always in
full color during the summer. She also liked her daily soap opera; I think it was at 4 pm. She liked oatmeal
or wheat biscuits for breakfast. I used to watch her open her canned food with an old fashioned can opener,
and I remember my mom worrying about how one day she would cut herself badly with that thing. She
loved blue and, I remember her in a new Easter coat and hat in matching blues. We took a picture of her
out at the farm in the front yard with shrubs behind her. Mom and I went dress shopping with her in the
Tri-Cities to get a dress, and her dress size was 14 1/2. In those days, there was a whole section of 1/2 sizes.
Today, we probably call them petite sizes. She loved ice cream and she loved her dog Chipper. She gave
him cookies and treats a lot. She read her Bible faithfully and church life and church friends were important
to her.”

Zanna Finkbeiner Nelson (granddaughter, daughter of Clarence and Louise Finkbeiner)
“I remember the flood in Connell. My memory is a little foggy about it, but I was at the house with her
while it was flooded. She and I had to go to the Connell Elementary School for a shot so we would not get
sick from the flood waters. I remember many people were lined up for the shot. I was very scared. She told
me not to be afraid and to not cry. I was proud of myself because I did not cry. I also remember her birds
and Chipper, the dog. She loved Chipper. Once in a while, after school, we would walk down to Grandma’s
to wait for Mom and Dad to come home from the Tri-Cities. I also remember watching TV with Grandma
after school. I remember Grandma Finkbeiner and Grandma Pease always sat at the front of the church for
services. I also remember Grandma having chickens at the farm and watching her feed and talk to them. In
addition, I remember Grandma laughing at the dinner table when her family was all around, especially when
there was that special apple cider in the fall months.”

Adina Finkbeiner Tarpley (granddaughter, daughter of Melvin and Eleanor Finkbeiner)
“I remember her laughter, telling stories and how silly she could be. I loved her.”
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Carol Finkbeiner Steinhauer (granddaughter, daughter of Clarence and Louise Finkbeiner)
“I remember her Iris bed, the curvy backyard lawn, the clothesline, and that she had an alley behind her
house. The Nazarene pastor lived on the north side of her house. She had a bathroom between her bedroom
and the dark, mysterious bedroom. The door from the dining area to this bedroom was always closed. When
I was very young, I stayed overnight with grandma, sleeping in her
bed. On the walls in her bedroom, she had a picture of her
Oldenburg family and another of her own family. She used Jergens
hand lotion that smelled of cherries. When I was in first and second
grades, I walked to her house when my parents were shopping in the
Tri-Cities. Hazel and I stayed overnight with grandma a couple of
times, sleeping in her spare bedroom. The two of us pretended we
had a TV show. We showed those watching us how to make a sauce
from chocolate powder, sugar, and water. I remember walking with
Grandma to the grocery store. She was not able to see the change
the store clerk gave to her and was concerned that she was not
receiving the correct change. Grandma made a delicious rhubarb pie
and creamed carrots. I seem to remember that one day Hazel and I
together ate half of a rhubarb pie.”26
John & Lydia Finkbeiner.
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6. Ancestral Lands
In Chapter One of The Land of Unlimited Opportunity, we learned that Jerg Finkbomer was mentioned in
1521 in a Dornstetten land register as living at Tannenfels on the left bank of the Murg River near
Baiersbronn.1 Tannenfels is a castle, a tower castle, thought to have soared more than thirty feet above a
prominent hill overlooking the Murg River. Ceramics found near the ruins of the tower and moat suggest
stone and other materials dating back to the eleventh or early twelfth century. Remnants of ash and metal
fragments indicate that the castle burned sometime in the fourteenth century. It may have been a “robber”
castle whose tenants preyed on dwellers below. In time, the “prey” in the valley may have risen up and
destroyed the castle. Once it was no longer inhabited, the very stones of the castle provided a ready quarry
for nearby settlements. Jerg Finkbomer, himself, may have used some of the castle’s stones to build his
home. Two footpaths, one near Obertal and the other near Mitteltal, lead to the castle ruins.2
When we imagine where our ancestors lived in
Germany, we first think of the Black Forest, and
then of Baiersbronn. The latter was probably the
largest town near the hamlet of Rossweg where our
Finkbeiner family lived. The first known mention
of Baiersbronn was in a 1292 document recording
the giving of three farms to the Kniebis monastery.
In 1320, this region became part of the County of
Württemberg located near its western edge.3
Present-day Baiersbronn is in the state of BadenWürttemberg. Located in the district of
Freudenstadt, Baiersbronn is both a city and a
municipality, embracing several nearby villages.4
Long ago, many settlements clustered in valleys
were separated by uplands preventing easy access
between them. One consequence was that marriage
choices were somewhat limited. In our own
ancestry, for example, our great-grandparents are
first cousins. Another result is that longestablished clans in Baiersbronn municipality have
large numbers of people from a small set of
Württemberg, 19th century.5
surnames. In the neighboring valleys, family
names familiar among our ancestors persist to this
day. The Braun and Finkbeiner surnames appear over one-hundred and fifty times, and Gaiser over onehundred and seventy. Würth is another long-established clan name.6

Are Finkbeiners Schwabian?
In Louis Adamic’s interview of John Gaiser, he records that the Gaiser name “came of the branch of the
German people known as Schwabians.”7 Are the Finkbeiners descended from this ancient tribe? The
genealogy displayed earlier shows that from the first generation listed down through John Finkbeiner five
Finkbeiners and eight Gaisers are found. If the Gaisers have Schwabian roots, then so do we Finkbeiners.
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The Schwabians are a tribe dating to deep antiquity. Ancient Romans called southwestern Germany
“Alemannia” because its inhabitants were the Germanic tribe of Alamans (or Alemanni). The name
Schwabian comes from another tribe, the “Suevi.” In the first century B.C., Gaius Julius Caesar mentioned
them as dwelling east of the Rhine River. He took great pains to fortify the Rhine River frontier of Gaul
from Suevi incursions from across the river. The Suevi may represent a collective group encompassing
several Germanic tribes including the Marcomanni and Lombards. The Roman historian Cornelius Tacitus
(1st century AD) described them as inhabiting all central Germany. Swabia (German “Schwaben”) with its
historical capital at Augsburg, was a medieval duchy in the lands now forming southwestern Germany,
spanning the region occupied by modern Baden-Württemberg (including the Black Forest), parts of western
Bavaria (to the Iller River), and northern Switzerland. Even today, “Swabia” is sometimes used to refer to
the region once within the medieval duchy.8
The area where Swabian (Schwäbisch), a German dialect, is spoken is much smaller, centering around
Stuttgart. Here and there in that region one can still often hear its customary friendly greeting of “Grüss
Gott.”9 The saying goes that the Swabians are the “German Scots”. While not stingy, they are thrifty and
hard-working.10 One of their leading life mottos is “schaffe, schaffe, Häusle baue” which means: “work,
work, build a house.” Desmond Young, described Württemberg as “the home of common sense in
Germany,” “hard-headed, practical and very careful with money,”11 and “shrewd, business-like, careful,
with a hard streak.”12

Evolutionary Etymology of the Surname “Finkbeiner”
What follows is drawn from a chapter within a volume by Hahn and Hess.13 The original German was
translated to English.14 The surname Finkbeiner has its own unique saga, beginning as a bean farmer and
ending as a bird.
Helmut Finckbein (1907-1993), an engineer in Berlin, Germany, devoted his free time researching the
etymology of the Finkbeiner surname. He consulted books of family names by Bahlow15 and by
Brechenmacher,16 but Finckbein found their conclusions about the name to be inconclusive. He then set out
to investigate the Finkbeiner surname on his own, He researched records at the name’s geographic points
of origin, including Stuttgart (Württemberg), Munich (Bavaria), Kempten (Bavaria),17 and another place
unreadable to the translator. His research is included in volume fourteen edited by Hahn and Hess. The
following is from Finckbein’s deductions with a few of the present author’s own comments.
The earliest record of the name appeared in the city records of Kempten, a town in the Allgäu region of
western Bavaria. The story that follows is well rooted in records and is worthy of more credit than a mere
Finkbeiner family legend.
Hainrich Kuntzelmann, an Augsburger “patrician” (aristocrat nobleman) had a servant in upper Illertal 18
with the name “Boner.” The latter had fled to the city of Kempten with the belief that “city air sets one free”
(literal translation). Wanting to recover his bondsman, Kuntzelmann appeared before the city court to make
the formalized public announcement, “I Hainrich Kunzelmann announce publicly with this letter before the
court of the city of Kempten, that I will be guilty of an act of violence if I want to capture my servant.
Therefore, I swear a holy oath, that I will serve the people of the city of Kempten for the next ten years with
a sword in the year 1372 after Christ’s birth.”19 Kuntzelmann then gives his indentured servant the new
name “Fintboner.” (The reader may find these medieval customs to be quite opaque.)
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Kempten, the city where Boner fled, was a “free city,” a status claimed by less than one in twenty-five cities
within the Holy Roman Empire.20 Boner fled there believing that “Die Stadtluft Macht Frei”, (“city air sets
one free”). Over time, the custom developed that if a serf fled to a free city and could stay hidden from his
lord for a year and a day, he was free from serfdom and could not be taken back. This likely happened to
Boner. In Kempten, he found a sympathetic person or family who harbored him, while there he earned a
living in a trade or some other skill. Even in free cities, only a fraction of the residents had the rank of
“citizen,” a privilege that had to be applied for, and required in return, payment of set taxes and service in
the militia. In time perhaps, the aspiring Boner met the qualifications for this higher status.
Helmut Finckbein, noting that since the Kempten city record is the oldest known documentation of
“Fintboner,” declares this to be the beginning of the developmental history of the name. It is the
combination of two words, “fint” and “boner.” Fint follows from finden, meaning “to find,” and Boner is a
“bean farmer.” In naming his servant in this way, Kuntzelmann has announced “I have found my bean
farmer.” Note the close relation of the sounds, “t” and “d”. It was common in medieval German culture to
form new names using the term “find” (finden). Note, also, that by the fourteenth century many people had
occupational surnames that no longer applied to them, which may be the case with Fintboner.21
Kuntzelmann’s action of offering ten years of service to the city of Kempten suggests that his servant was
valuable. Interestingly, the above document does not record whether Fintboner was returned to servitude
under Kuntzelmann. Perhaps he was not since “city air sets one free.”
Whether or not Boner was returned to Kuntzelmann, his new name Fintboner continued in the records of
St. Mang Church in Kempten. Some of the family became free citizens as recorded in the records. In 1491,
the records mention Jörg Fintboner, a sweet pastry baker, as a citizen of Kempten who made some kind of
donation. In 1505, another Jörg Fintboner is mentioned similarly.22
Between 1372 and 1505, eighteen church record entries mention Fintboners in the Allgäu region. The varied
spellings make an interesting study: 1372 Fintboner, 1374 Vinboner and a Vimponer, 1451 Finpponer, 1456
Fingboner, 1491 Vintponer, and 1502 Vintbonerin, 1505 Finbonner. The German language had not yet been
standardized nor would it be until Martin Luther’s translation of the Bible, printed in 1523.23 Very few
people then knew how to read and write. Recording
official documents was the work of scribes who spelled
words as they heard them in their own local dialect.
After 1505, no other Fintboners appear in the
chronicles of Schwarz, the priest at Kempten. His
chronicle ended in 1595.24 An intriguing possibility: a
family with that surname moved west to the
Schwarzwald, the Black Forest. The 1471 tax list of
Dornstetten (Württemberg) contains no Finkboners but
the 1521 Baiersbronn tax list does mention a Jerg
Finkbomer living on the Tannenfels.25
Tannenfels (Baiersbronn) ruin.26

Von Helmut Finckbein addressed the question of name
evolution. He regards the transformation from Fintboner to Finkbomer as an arbitrary change, leading to a
new name. This new version may reflect a local dialect. The Swabians may have pronounced it “−boiner”
instead of “−boner,” which in high German is “beiner.” Another possibility is that in Baiersbronn two
overlapping dialects merged into a new variation customary in the Murg valley.27 Finckbein concludes: “In
the example of Finkbeiner, the problem in tracking family genealogies lies in many different interpretations,
mis-spellings and (intentional) name changes. The ‘Boner’ is the bean farmer, the ‘Fintboner’ is the ‘found
Bohner.’ However the ‘Finkboner’ is a merging of the bird ‘Fink’ with the ‘Bohner’.”28 In short, the
surname Finkbeiner has a unique saga, beginning as a bean farmer and ending as a bird.
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“Finkenbeiner” Fairy Tale
The farmer’s young wife was compassionate and would have loved to give more to the poor than she was
already, secretly, doing. He forbad her to give alms, saying, “Everybody must look out for himself!” These
words saddened his wife, but for the sake of peace she did not contradict her husband.
One evening in the fall, it was raining, and the storm howled terribly. Hearing a knock at the farmhouse
gate, the farmer went forth to look who came by at such a late hour. A poor journeyman had lost his way
and sought a night’s lodging. But the farmer flew at him, “Do you think I’ve built a nest for strange birds?
Get away!” The rebuked journeyman was quite taken aback. Feeling the warmth of the fire on the hearth
which carried enticing smells from the kitchen, he was deeply embittered by the farmer’s hardheartedness.
“Why don’t you also chase away the finches that have built nests on your roof, you cruel man?” he shouted.
Catching sight of the farmer’s wife who was pregnant, he called out angrily, “I wish that your child shall
be born with finch’s legs” (finkenbeine), and he went on his way. The young wife was terribly frightened.
Feeling the blood rise to her cheeks, she began to weep aloud. But her husband laughed and said she should
ignore such idle talk. She did not get a wink of sleep that night, all the time thinking of the curse upon her
unborn child. Shortly afterwards, she gave birth to a little girl, To everybody’s horror, instead of human
legs she had spindly legs of a finch.
Thus, the curse had come to pass. The child’s parents were disconsolate. Even more so because in every
other respect she was so shapely and lovely as to resemble a little angel. She proved to be the most amiable
and kindest being that one could imagine. From early on, her mother dressed her in long skirts to hide the
disgrace. But keeping the secret was impossible, and soon the girl came to be called “Finkbeinerle,” not at
all to tease her, but because no one could help liking a girl who was so good and friendly. Under the
influence of his little daughter, her hardhearted father began to change. Not only did he permit his child to
give to the poor, which she did from all her heart, but he, too, began to give. It was as if he wanted to make
up for the guilt that he had brought upon himself. His wife was happy, a burden was lifted from her heart
since her husband had changed so much. The parents would have been fully content if their child had not
been so stricken. Yet, Finkbeinerle was always serene and never complained although with her poor legs
she could only walk leaning on a stick. She was happy sitting in the sun in front of the house and helping
her mother to shell peas and cut beans, for she was quite dexterous with her fingers.
In the same village lived a poor little boy who had early lost his parents and was working as a shepherd for
the farmer. Heiner was Finkbeinerle’s best friend. He always brought her something when he came in with
the sheep, a little pipe he had carved from willow, or some colorful flowers picked in the meadow. She was
happy as soon as she spied him coming from afar. Heiner was quick-witted and knew more than many of
his comrades. Having much time while out with the sheep, he had listened to the birds attentively enough
to learn their language and understand what the little songsters above him were twittering. Listening in was
quite entertaining, and Heiner never felt bored while on the pasture with his sheep. He also understood what
his little black spitz-dog was telling even though others only heard a bark; boy and dog spent long hours in
conversation.
Liking Finkbeinerle so much, Heiner often pondered how he might help her to get real legs like other
children. Yet, he couldn’t find an answer regardless of how many herbs he collected and tested for their
healing powers. The day came in summer when, sitting under an old beech-tree, he overheard a pair of
finches in the branches above talking to each other. The female said to the male: “Tonight is a full moon.
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A miraculous red flower will blossom on Finkenberg mountain. Whoever finds the flower may utter a wish
that will be fulfilled. But men do not know about this flower.” The other finch replied, “It is a pity that men
do not know, for they certainly carry many unfulfilled wishes in their hearts: I hear them sigh so much.”
Hearing this strange conversation, Heiner was overjoyed. Now, he knew what he had to do, and his wish
was ready. He hastened to put the sheep in the stable and that very night he set out for Finkenberg mountain.
It was dark because the moon was covered by a large grey cloud and Heiner barely saw his way. Despite
this he did not abandon his plan but continued to climb toward the mountain, a way he knew very well, all
the while straining his eyes in search of the red flower. He had been on his way up for quite some time
when a sudden gust of wind swept the cloud from the moon. Finding it as light as day, Heiner looked about
him and realized that he was atop the mountain with the red flower right at his feet. Quickly, he picked it,
placed it safely in his jacket and ran home. Arriving there, it was already morning and Finkbeinerle had just
gotten up. “Heiner, where do you come from?” He told her, “From Finkenberg mountain, and I’ve brought
you something.”
With these words and thinking of his wish, he handed Finkbeinerle the red flower. At once, she felt as if
she were shedding her thin finch legs and growing legs of flesh and blood. When she looked, there were
two naked white, real, little feet. Suddenly, able to run like a foal, she raced to her parents shouting, “Look,
look, I’ve got new legs! Now I can run like other children.” Her father and mother could hardly believe
their eyes when they saw the miracle. They fell to their knees, thanked God for his mercy, embraced and
caressed their child, and hardly knew what to do for happiness. Heiner stood aside and said not a word,
only the blissful tears ran down his cheeks. When the farmer asked him how all this had come about, he
told everything as it had happened. Grateful, Finkbeinerle kissed him on the mouth. The farmer said:
“Heiner, you’ve sacrificed a wish for my child, now you may ask something from me. I’ll give it to you,
and if it were all I own.” Heiner did not have to think long and said: “Let me marry Finkbeinerle when she’s
grown!” The farmer assented with all his heart. Later when the child had grown into a beautiful maiden and
the shepherd’s boy into a stately man, they married. And God gave them a long- blessed life and many fine
children.
The young couple called themselves “Finkbeiner” in commemoration of the great miracle. Afterwards,
never did a beggar leave their door emptyhanded nor a wanderer without a bed and a meal. All later
Finkbeiners were proud of their name, although they did not have a share in the miraculous happening.29
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Conclusion
To the Land of Unlimited Opportunities, ends with the deaths of John and Lydia Finkbeiner. This hardly
ends our story. Their seven sons and daughters-in-law gave them thirty-two grandchildren, all but two
reached adulthood. Sadly, their only daughter Esther passed away as a young adult in 1926. Five of the
seven sons of John and Lydia became ministers of the gospel while two remained on the land and increased
the size of the farm over the years. For many years, a Finkbeiner tradition has been an annual family picnic
on Memorial Day weekend at the homestead. In 2000, this event celebrated the one-hundredth anniversary
of the homestead with two-hundred-twenty in attendance. Twenty-one years have passed since then and we
are a much larger family, each with our own stories.

Finkbeiner homestead 100-year reunion, 2000.
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1. The custom in Brandenburg, following the practice of the nobility, was to give children three Christian names.
2. Permission to leave Germany was granted 14 February 1866. Record found at the Family History Library, Salt Lake City, Utah.
Identification for the record is: “6109 220 od-po International 42.” The record lists the full names of each family member.
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5. A.J. Finkbeiner, “Other Connell Pioneers” The Franklin Flyer, (October 1982), 5.
6. Agreement to Incorporate, found at the Connell Methodist Church, Connell, Washington.
7. Election by ballot, found at the Connell Methodist Church, Connell, Washington.
8. C. Finkbeiner, The Finkbeiner Story, 104.
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4. Ibid., 22.
5. Schlomer, Schlomer Story, 29 & 30. An interesting extra fact. Hans Harder immigrated 1883, from Schleswig-Holstein. He
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14. National Archives at Washington D.C. John’s land is described as SW ¼ of Section 10. His homestead land is directly west of
John Finkbeiner’s in the same Section.
15. Connell Statesman, September 17, 1903. Local Affairs Section.
16. Connell Statesman, March 31, 1904, Local Affairs Section.
17. National Archives.
18. 1910 U.S. Federal Census.
19. National Archives, Homestead Proof.
20. Transportation Chronology: Moving Washington for a Century –100 Years in the History of the Washington State Department
of Transportation (WSDOT), accessed 5 May 2020, www.historylink.org/File/7273.
21. Adamic, Two-Way Passage, 42.
22. 1930 U.S. Federal Census.
23. 1920 U. S. Federal Census.
24. Washington, Deaths, 1883 – 1960, accessed 16 May 2020, www.ancestry.com.
25. Ibid.

86

26. Pasco Methodist Church Marriage Records, found in Melvin’s research papers.
27. Public Auction, advertisement, for Rosine Finkbeiner, R. L. Olds, Auctioneer, Tuesday, 29 September 1908.
28. C. Finkbeiner, Finkbeiner Story, 6.
29. U.S. World War II Registration Cards, 1942 for Robert Ford Garrison, accessed 19 June 2019, www.ancestry.com.
30. U.S., Army Transport Service, Passenger Lists, 1910-1930, accessed 19 June 2019, www.ancestry.com. Robert with other
service men left France from St. Nazaire, 6 June 25, 1919, on the Navy transport ship, U.S.S. “Mercury” and arrived at Newport
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14. The English translation was kindly provided to the author by Ken Knutzen and Jens von der Linden.

90

15. Hans Bahlow: Deutches Nameslexikon, (German lexicon of names) Munich, 1967.
16. Josef Karlmann Brechenmacher (1877-1960), Etymologisches Wörterbuch der deutchen Familiennamen (The Etymological
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